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By Matt Heilman 

Barring an overwhelming demand 
from citizens or a generous contribution 
from a business or individual, the Park 
City community swimming pool in Hap 
McLean Park will remain closed this 
summer.  

In October, the council decided to 
close the pool for at least one year, 
suspend employee raise that had been 
approved in the 2013 budget and lay off 
as many as seven employees. 

Council members and Mayor Emil 
Bergquist were bothered by the situa-
tion, but said there wasn’t much else 
that could have been done to avoid an 
unwanted tax hike in the face of a short-
fall that approached $780,000. 

The primary cause of the shortfall 
was delinquent property taxes, especial-
ly with special assessments on undevel-
oped residential lots.

The pool costs taxpayers about 1 
mill of property taxes each year to keep 
open, City Administrator Jack Whitson 
said. 

Citywide, a mill generates $58,787. 
“I hate to see it closed, we just 

can’t afford it,” council member John 
Lehnherr said. 

In the months following the decision 
to close the pool, Bergquist said one of 
the options explored for the pool was 
for the facility to be funded and oper-
ated privately instead of with public tax 
dollars. He said a private entity had ex-
pressed interest in taking ownership of 
the pool, but the plans didn’t work out. 

Looking ahead to the summer of 2014 
and beyond, Bergquist indicated the 

By The Post staff

After the April 2 election, the 
City of Park City will have a new 
mayor and at least one new city 
council candidate in Ward 4. 

Current council member Ray 
Mann, who represents Ward 2 in the 
city is the lone candidate filed to fill 

the mayoral seat soon to be vacated 
by departing Mayor Emil Berquist. 
Mann won a set on the council in 
2011. Assuming he receives the nod 
for mayor over an unknown write-in 
candidate, Mann would then appoint 
his replacement in Ward 2. 

Also in Ward 2, incumbent Cecil 
Goldsmith filed for re-election. 

Goldsmith, seeking his second term 
on the council, faces a challenger in 
George Glover. 

There’s also a race in Ward 4 
where Melvin Kerr and Dennis 
Patterson are seeking to fill the seat 
soon to be vacated by departing 
council member Keith Thomas.

There’s less intrigue in Wards 

1 and 3 where incumbents John 
Lehnherr and Gary Aldrich are seek-
ing re-election unopposed. Lehnherr 
has served Ward 1 since 2005. Al-
drich has served Ward 3 since 2009. 

Park City citizens can cast their 
votes from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. April 
2 at the Park City Senior Center, 
6100 N. Hydraulic. 

By Matt Heilman 

Lost in the frustration from 
the stuck vehicles, slick roads 
and overall miserable condi-
tions the area experienced 
during the recent record 
snowfall was the benefit to 
the soil below all the white, 
cold stuff. 

The more than 20 inches 
of snowfall provided some 
much-needed moisture for 
crops that were planted in the 
fall, but it wasn’t enough to 
overcome the drought that has 
plagued much of the country 

since 2011. 
“It’s really helped the 

wheat that’s already been 
planted, but it’s nowhere near 
breaking the drought,” said 
Bill Perkins with the Andale 
Farmer’s Co-op in Sedgwick. 

Vanessa Pearce with the 
National Weather Service said 
the recent snowfall puts the 
Wichita area ahead of the av-
erage precipitation expected 
by this time of year, but it 
will take above normal pre-
cipitation for the rest of the 
year to get over the drought 
that has dried up the land over 
the past two years. 

Pearce pointed out that last 
year, the Wichita area had 
above average precipitation 
in the spring with some heavy 
rainfall, but the drought con-
tinued due to a hot summer 

and below average precipita-
tion for the rest of the year. 

“An above average pre-
cipitation for spring doesn’t 
take us out of a drought when 
we’re followed by extensive 
dry periods,” she said.  

Unfortunately for most of 
Kansas, the forecast for the 
next couple weeks following 
the Feb. 25 blizzard called for 
below normal precipitation 
and above average tempera-
tures. 

“It kind of evens it out,” 
Pearce said. “You’re not go-
ing to break a drought with 
one storm.”

A drought map on the 
National Weather Service’s 
Climate Prediction Center 
shows the drought will con-
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profiles: Page 6

By Matt Heilman 

F
rom his tractor on farm-
land in Chatham, Miss., 
David Whitehead could 
see the card waving in 
the wind on the edge of a 

soybean field. 
The retired farmer who spent his 

career working in the agricultural 
chemical business said he was “99-
percent sure” from his tractor seat 
that he knew what he was looking at. 

Any uncertainty was erased when 
he saw a deflated pink balloon at-
tached to the card. 

Message to Mississippi

ABOVE: Chisholm Trail Elemen-
tary kindergartner Peyton Hen-
derson shakes hands with Mis-
sissippi farmer David Whitehead 
during their March 16 meeting. 

LEFT: Chisholm Trail Elementary 
School students participate in a 
September balloon launch. One 
of the balloons released in the 
annual launch found its way to a 
soybean field in Mississippi.

Balloon launch 
connects local 
kindergartner with 
Mississippi farmer

See BALLOON, Page 8

Courtesy photos

By Matt Heilman

Park City council member Keith 
Thomas’ time on the council is nearing 
its end, but he isn’t content to ride out 
the rest of his term in silence if he holds 
an opposing view.

The Ward 4 representative isn’t seek-
ing re-election, but he’s voiced concerns 
about some of the expenses the council 
has approved and issues future councils 
could face if they don’t closely monitor 
their spending.

At the March 12 council meeting, 
Thomas recommended that an item 
from the consent agenda be re-assigned 
as a discussion item for the council’s 
consideration. In most meetings, con-
sent agenda items are passed all at once 

without discussion.
The item Thomas wished to discuss 

was the consideration of lifting a hiring 
freeze to fill a couple of seasonal posi-
tions in the parks and street departments.

Thomas reviewed the last budget sea-
son and a shortfall that led to the closing 
of the city pool, a slight property tax 
hike and the layoffs of seven employees. 
For the past several years, Park City has 
hired seasonal help to assist with mow-
ing and street repair during the summer, 
but under the circumstances, Thomas 
said the city could do without the sea-
sonal help in 2013.

He went a step further, saying the 
council needed to think long term with 

Input 
requested 
on future
of pool
Pool closed this summer

City lifts freeze 
for seasonal help

Drought not broken
Area farmers 
welcome winter
snow, rainfall

City council seats up for grabs

See POOL, Page 8

See HIRING, Page 6 See DROUGHT, Page 8



To advertise here, 
call 755-0821

ATTORNEYS

Thomas D. Harris
Attorney at Law
300 W. Main
Valley Center

9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
755-2707

7:30 am-6 pm M-F
8 am-1 pm Sat.

Daniel Thompson, 
D.V.M.

Cindy Payne-
Robertson, D.V.M.

Lori Mitchell, D.V.M.
Jamie A. Fisher, 

D.V.M.

744-0501
1726 E. 61st North, Park City

Chisholm Trail
Animal

Hospital, P.A.

BUSINESS & SERVICE GUIDE
To advertise in this section, call Teresa at 755-0821

B&R Radiator Inc.

1015 W. 53rd N.

838-8497
A Good Place

To Take A Leak!

D&D Plumbing Inc.
Box 243 Valley Center

Lic. #1464

755-1277

• Sewer cleaning
• Water service lines

• Service & repair
• Well service

Bryan’s
Heating & Air
Conditioning

755-2447
Sales • Service

Installation

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

APPLIANCE REPAIR

VETERINARIANS

PLUMBING

INSURANCE

Wichita Appliance Service
Air conditioning & appliances

Repair of all major brands

744-0325
Gary & Todd McCutcheon 831 W. 61st N.

F A R M E R S®

WILLI J. RICHERT
AGENCY

1900 N. Amidon, Suite 216
Wichita 67203 • 838-1486

AUTO HOME LIFE COMMERCIAL

INVESTMENTS

FUNERAL HOMES

Baker
Funeral Home

A Name You Can Trust
100 S. Cedar • Valley Center

755-2731
Professional Service with

Dignity, Caring & Affordability

HEATING & COOLING

Al Taylor, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
309 East Kechi Road
Kechi, KS 67067
316-744-6222

Member SIPC
www.edwardjones.com

1240 S. Meridian, Valley Center
ASE - PPG 
CERTIFIED

Guaranteed Collision Repair
112 Years

Combined Experience

           755-4400
Member Better Business Bureau
PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY!

CROSS
AUTO BODY LLC

BRIAN’S
BODY SHOP INC.

Quality Auto Body
Repair & Painting

INSURANCE CLAIMS
Written warranty on all repairs
1150 S. Meridian, Valley Center

755-2237

MEDICAL SERVICES

DENTIST
Tom Troilo, DDS, PA

201 W. Main
755-1203

10% Senior
Citizen Courtesy

������������������
Residential/Commercial

New Construction/Repair Service
Trenching

Est. 1972 Lic # 1379
744-1884 or 655-9289

ELECTRICAL
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Car chase starts
on North I-135

A car chase that started 
near the Sedgwick-Harvey 
County line ended with the 
shooting of a suspect and a 
sheriff’s deputy March 11.

Authorities said a 
Sedgwick County sheriff’s 
deputy attempted to stop 
a white Cadillac traveling 
north on I-135 near 125th 
North. The vehicle turned 
onto K-196 and the chase 
ended near Northwest 70th 
and River Valley Road in 
Butler County. 

The deputy was shot. A 
man and a woman fled into 
a field. A SWAT team was 
called in. The man was shot 
in the chest.

Valley Center and Park 
City officers assisted on the 
call.

— The Post staff

Pride finalizing
plans for movies

Park City Pride is finaliz-
ing plans for its seventh year 
of providing free movies 
in Hap McLean Park.  Free 
movies will be shown on the 
fourth Saturday during May, 
June, July and August. Mov-
ies will be shown starting 
at sundown, unless stormy 
weather is present.

Contracts and licensing 
fees are presently in process, 
so the list of movies is not 
yet available. 

Contributions by local 
businesses and organizations 
have made it possible to 
show some first-run movies 
this year. Sponsors include 
Buckley Industries, Chisholm 
Trail Seniors, Chisholm Trail 
State Bank, American Fun 
Foods, Park City Chamber 
of Commerce, Alef’s Harley 
Davidson, Applebee’s and 
John Stevens.

As usual, the movies will 
be in Hap McLean Park in 
Park City, west of the tennis 
court. The movies, drinks, 
popcorn and other refresh-
ment will all be free. Every-
one is invited to come to the 
park, bring their friends and 
family, have a picnic, spread 
blankets or set up lawn chairs 
and have a fun relaxing eve-
ning in the park.

— The Post staff

Police chief 
to start April 1

Park City’s next police 
chief is taking over the lead-
ership role April 1. Phil Bos-
tian, a 30-year veteran of the 
Kansas Highway Patrol, was 
hired by the city in January. 

The 52-year-old has ties to 
Park City, having served as a 
part-time officer for the city 
from 1981 to 1983.  

— The Post staff

Lights winners 
announced

The winners of the Park 
City 2012 Christmas light 
contest were announced 
March 12. Each winner 
received $100 and a certifi-
cate of recognition from Park 
City Pride and the Park City 

Chamber of Commerce. 
Those receiving awards 

at the meeting were Betty 
Weeks, Terrance Ford and 
Brandi Baily. Perla and 
Raul Valenzuela and Martha 
Dougherty received their 
awards after the meeting.

Members of the judging 
committee were Len War-
ren, Jan McGonigle, Ralph 
and Cecile Shoemaker, Linda 
Holsey and Etta Kingsford. 

Winners would have been 
announced in January, but 
Pride members were sharing 
the flu among themselves for 
most of January and Febru-
ary.

— The Post staff

Wild season
under way

The Wichita Wild started 
its season with a 2-0 record 
in its first season in the 
Champions Professional 
Indoor Football League. 
Before the March 23 home 
opener against the Kansas 
Koyotes, the Wild won road 
games against the Oklahoma 
Defenders and the Salina 
Bombers. The Wild franchise 
is in its fourth season play-
ing its home games at Park 
City’s Hartman Arena. 

For team news, the Wild 
schedule and ticket informa-
tion, visit the team’s website 
at www.wichitawildfootball.
com. Ticket information is 
also available by calling 927-
3999. 

— The Post staff

Principal named 
Circle super

Jim Johnson’s first year as 
the principal at Park City’s 
Chisholm Trail Elementary 
School is also his last. John-
son has been named superin-
tendent of the Circle School 
district, effective July 1. 

The Circle school board 
selected Johnson last week 
after interviewing its final 
three candidates. John-
son worked in the Wichita 
school district the past five 
years. Before serving as the 
Chisholm Trail principal, 
Johnson was principal at 
Wichita’s Cleveland Tradi-
tional Magnet Elementary. 
During his 25 years in educa-
tion, he also served as super-
intendent of Pleasanton and 
Remington schools and as an 
elementary school teacher. 

— The Post staff

City issues five 
permits in Feb.

The City of Park City 
issued 5 building permits 
during February for a total 
valuation of $506,250.00. 
There were two new home 
permits issued. 

• Feb. 13, 706 Rolling 
View Drive, New Home 
Construction, $175,000.00; • 
Feb. 13, 1510 E. 61st North, 
Remodel, $1,250; • Feb. 
14, 2739 Fairchild Court, 
New Home Construction, 
$175,000.00; • Feb. 19, 2516 
Charleston, basement finish, 
$15,000.00 • Feb. 23, 915 E. 
53rd North, balcony/elevator, 
$140,000.00.

— The Post staff

HIGHLIGHTS

Drs. Crum, Todd and 
Giannetti, P.A.

Optometrists
301 E. Main, Valley Center

Mon 8:30-12,1-7 • Tu 9-12, 1-5
W-Th 8:30-12,1-5 • Fri 9-12

Phone 755-0491

HEATING & COOLING

To place 
your 

ad here,
call 

Teresa at 
755-0821

By Matt Heilman 

Each year for the past 
decade, a free dental clinic 
has made a two-day stop in a 
different Kansas community 
to provide access for people 
throughout the state who 
might not otherwise have a 
chance to see a dentist. 

On March 1 and 2, dentists 
from across Kansas and be-
yond gathered at the Kansas 
Pavilions to see patients on a 
volunteer basis as part of the 
annual free clinic called the 
Kansas Mission of Mercy. 

Kansas Dental Association 
Assistant Executive Direc-
tor Greg Hill said the idea 
for the Kansas Mission of 
Mercy started about 11 years 
ago when two dentists, one 
from Garden City and one 
from Wichita, organized the 
volunteer effort modeled 
from a charitable effort they 
witnessed in Virginia. 

The first Kansas Mission of 
Mercy free dental clinic was 
held in Garden City in 2003. 
Several dentists have volun-
teered since the beginning, in-
cluding Dr. Wendy Reynolds 
who has operated her clinic in 

Park City for 17 years. 
Reynolds said volunteering 

her time for the annual clinic 
is a humbling experience that 
brings together colleagues 
from a large area.

“It’s great to see dentists 
from across Kansas and 
other states join us,” she said. 

“…It’s just a neat thing that 
brings us together.”

With the Kansas Mission 
of Mercy held at the pavilions 
this year, Reynolds thanked 
Park City volunteers and the 
city’s police department for 
contributing to the clinic’s 
success.

Park City police assisted 
with security at the two-day 
event that saw about 2,000 
patients receive dental care 
that primarily included clean-
ings, fillings and tooth extrac-
tions. 

“I’m very proud of Park 
City,” Reynolds said.

By The Post staff

The Chisholm Trail Charge 
Committee held its first plan-
ning meeting March 18 at 
the Pride Community Center 
to make decisions about the 
5K/10K race to be held July 27.  
Linda Holsey, Cindy Kellams, 
Donn Bischoff, Ray Mann, 
Lynn Unrau and Dee Stuart 
attended.

All affiliated events will 
be held under a large tent at 
the northwest corner of Hap 

McLean Park, adjacent to the 
road leading to 69th North. Both 
races will begin and end at this 
location. Registration, packet 
pickup, breakfast, awards and 
the Runners’ Village will all be 
located under the big tent. The 
only other event scheduled for 
July 27 is a Movie in the Park.

Entry fees this year will be 
$25 until July 12, $30 until 
July 25, and $35 July 26 and 
27. Prizes for the 5K/10K will 
remain at $500 for first place, 
$350 for second place, $150 

for third place for men’s and 
women’s races. Classifications 
will remain the same, with 10 
age groups for each category. 
There will be no fee for the One 
Mile Fun Walk/Run, but ribbons 
may be handed out to all who 
register for that event. The com-
mittee discussed the possibility 
of awarding a prize for the team 
entry that brings the most non-
perishable items for the Food 
Pantry.

Publicity this year will con-
sist primarily of fliers at running 

stores and area races, website 
and Facebook, as well as Twit-
ter. Runners will have the op-
portunity to purchase photos of 
the race and awards ceremony, 
with proceeds to benefit the 
Food Pantry.

Look for race routes to be 
posted soon on the website and 
Facebook page.

Anyone wishing to help with 
the planning or to volunteer to 
help with the race, can call 619-
7800 or e-mail deestuart@cox.
net.

Event brings free dental care to pavilions

Dental care professionals work on patients during the Kansas Mission of Mercy 
free clinic March 2 at the Kansas Pavilions. About 2,000 patients received dental 
care during the two-day event.

Matt Heilman

Chisholm Trail Charge Committee 
considers changes to summer races
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Park City Senior Center 
Calendar of Events

April 2013
For a complete schedule of 
all daily/weekly activities & 

programs, call Vicki Shepard at 
744-1199.

Monday
9:15 AM exercise
10:15 Bible study
1:00 Crochet/art class
7:00 Cards

Tuesday
10:00 Chair exercise
Foot Care every other month
1:00 Bridge lessons
5:00 TOPS every Tuesday 

Wednesday
Toe Nail Care with Brenda 2nd 
Wednesday of each month
Chisholm Trail catered meal 
& meeting (1st Wed. of each 
month)
9:15 AM Exercise
1:00 PM Walk With Ease
2:30 Line dance lessons

Thursday
9:00 AM Wii Bowling (except 
2nd Thursday of month)
10:00 Chair exercise
11:30 Agent with Humana 3rd 
Thursday of each month
1:00 Shoot the breeze
1:00 3rd Thursday Card Bingo
5:30 PM Finger food on 3rd 
Thursday evening of each month
7:00 PM Square Dance 1st, 2nd 
& 4th  Thursday

Friday
9:15 Exercise
1:00 Pinochle
6:00 PM Food/fun/games 3rd 
Friday of each month

Saturday 
1:00 PM cards
7:00 PM 1st, 3rd, & 5th 
Saturday of each month Dances
7:00 PM 2nd Saturday of each 
month—Kenny Pruitt Band

Monday thru Friday
noon, GNNP Lunch (by res.)
Homebound delivery Monday 

through Friday

TOPS 
Take pounds off sensibly will 
begin meeting at the Park 

City senior center on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:00 PM.   For more 
information on joining contact 

GiGi Roths at 
312-1945.

TAX Assistance with AARP 
volunteers beginning in February 

Assistance is by appointment 
only by calling Vicki at 744-1199

Appointments can be made 
starting January 14, 2013

April 1, 10:30 AM Board 
Meeting

April 2 Building closed to all 
regular scheduled activities due 

to elections

April 3, 10:30 AM Chisholm 
Trail Seniors Catered Lunch and 
Meeting (lunch by reservation)

April 10, 11:30 AM Arthritis 
and Solutions with Robert from 
Hart Drug, 9:15 AM Short talk 
on Health Education followed by 
exercise lead by an instructor, 

healthy snacks provided.

April 16, 8:00 Breakfast at 
Auntie C’s

April 17, 11:30 Sedgwick 
county Fire Department on Fire 

Safety for Seniors

April 18, 1:00 Card Bingo 
– Fee $1.00

April 18, 5:30 PM Finger Food

April 19, 6:00 PM Food/Fun/
Games

Shannon Cook with Humana 
will be at the Park City Senior 
Center on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 11:30-12:30 to 
answer questions pertaining to 
Humana or Medicare—stop by 

and say Hi!

SENIOR DANCES
Saturdays

April 6, 7 PM  Yesterdays 
Playboys

April 13, 7 PM Kenny Pruitt 
Band--$4.00 admission – snacks 

provided

April 20, 7 PM Bill Dry & the 
Rhythm Riders

 Information on senior activities 
and senior information contact 
Vicki Shepard—Tri-City Senior 

Director at 744-1199

TUESDAYS, April 2, 13, and 30 ARE RECYCLING DAYS IN PARK CITY 
(Place recyclables at curb by 6 a.m.)

GET YOUR RECYCLING CART – CALL CITY HALL TODAY

CITY OF PARK CITY COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
February 26, 2013 Regular Meet-

ing:
• Approved a proclamation for 

National Problem Gambling Awareness 
Week, March 3-9, 2013.

• Approved a policy that keys will 
not be provided to renters/users of the 
Community Building and Senior Center 
after the close of the business day prior 
to a rental.

• Approved a Cereal Malt Beverage 
License for Rupinder Kaur, dba Easy 
Trip, 911 E. 53rd Street North.

• The Council rescinded its action 
of January 22, 2013 which would have 
made a “No Parking” designation on 
the curve at the intersection of Denver, 
Mobile and Evanston Streets.

• Approved various amendments to 
the Municipal Code regarding Massage 
Therapist Licensing Requirements.

March 12, 2013 Regular Meeting:
• Winners of Spirit of Christmas 

Light Contest sponsored by the Park 
City Pride and Chamber of Commerce 
were announced.

• Heard report on the Kansas Dental 
Mission of Mercy event recently held in 
Park City.

• Approved a Cereal Malt Beverage 
License for Charles Hall, dba 81 Speed-
way, 7700 N. Broadway.

• Council approved recommenda-
tions of expenditures of Transient Guest 
Tax Funds as follows: 

1. Sponsorship of the Wichita Wild 
for 2013 Season, Cost $9,000;

2. Sponsorship of Jeeps Motorcycle 
Club 2013 Supercross Series and Flat 
Track Series, Cost $9,000;

3. Sponsorship of National Cham-
pionship Racing Series for 2013, Cost 
$4,200;

4. Sponsorship of 81 Speedway for 
the 2013 Season, Cost $19,700 Paid in 
Two Equal Payments of $9,850 Each on 
April 1 and October 1, 2013; and 

5. Purchase 5,000 Park City Promo-
tional Bags, Cost $3,000.

•  A Public Hearing was held to 
consider issuance of Taxable Indus-
trial Revenue Bonds in the amount 
of $2,000,000 for development of a 

baseball/softball complex to be located 
at 6701 N. Broadway.

• Council approved the appointment 
of Larry Kelley to the Beautification 
Committee.

• Council approved the purchase of 
120 water meters for the annual replace-
ment program at a cost of $19,500.

• Council approved repairs to the 
sewer lift station including the replace-
ment of gear box bar screen at a cost of 
$9,166.

• Council approved amended proce-
dures and new rates regarding the rental 
of the Community Building as recom-
mended by the Parks & Recreation 
Advisory Board.

• Council approved the purchase 
of a 2013 police vehicle at a cost of 
$25,908.60.

• Council approved the lifting of the 
Hiring Freeze to fill seasonal positions 
in the Parks and Street Departments.

The City of Park City offers e-mail utility bills.  If you would like to have your bills e-
mailed instead of receiving a card in the 

regular mail just complete this form and return it to City Hall.  
You may also sign up on our website www.parkcityks.com.

Name as it appears on bill:_______________________________

Service Address:_______________________________________

Account Number:_______________________________________

Phone Number:________________________________________

E-mail Address:________________________________________

City Wide Clean-up
April 20, 2013 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Time to Spring Clean and get rid of all that old junk! No charge for Park 
City residents – bring proof of address and all your old junk to the back lot 

at Hap Mclean Park.
Items Accepted:

• E-waste of kind – there will be a $5.00 fee for Monitors
• Metal including appliances (except refrigerators), mowers, guttering, hot 

water tanks, screen doors, etc. 
• Anything that might contain oil or gas should be drained

Items Not Accepted:
• Tires • Concrete, blocks or bricks • Propane bottles • Paint

• Household or other hazardous material • Bulk construction material • 
Refrigerators 

Park City Youth Program
LAST SCHEDULED CLINIC

Sign-up for 2013 season
      Do you want to play softball or baseball this summer? Now is the 
last time to sign-up. If you are interested, don’t wait - teams will fill up. 
Please find a date listed below and come to the Park City Community 
Building located at the front entrance of Hap Mclean Park.

April 13 — 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

The Park City 
Municipal Code is 
available online at 

www.parkcityks.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
April 1: Park City Board meeting 
7 pm City Hall, April Fool’s Day
April 3: Seniors catered lunch 
10:30 am Senior Center
April 4: Court 6:30 pm City Hall
April 6: Senior Dance 7 pm at 
Senior Center
April 7: PCYP board 7 pm at 
Community Building
April 9: City Council meeting 7 
pm City Hall
April 10: Court trials 1 pm City 
Hall, Court 6:30 pm City Hall, 
Library Board 7 pm Park City 
Library
April 15: Planning/BZA 7 pm 
City Hall

April 18: Seniors finger food 
5:30 pm Senior Center, Court 
6:30 pm City Hall
April 20: Park City Alive! 7 pm 
Park City Library, Senior Dance 
7 pm Senior Center
April 23: Council 7 pm City 
Hall, Seniors Square Dance 7 
pm Senior Center
April 24: Chamber Luncheon 
11:30 am
April 25: Court trials 1 pm City 
Hall, CCUA Bel Aire 4:30 pm 
City Hall, Court 6:30 pm City 
Hall
April 26 — Commodities 8 am 
Leekers, Arbor Day

2013 Sewer Rates
Effective on April bill

Water usage from December 15th through March 15th of each year deter-
mines the amount of sewer charges on water billings for the twelve-month 
period from April 1st to the following March 31st.  The readings taken on 

the 15th of January, February and March are averaged to calculate the sewer 
rate.  These readings are used because they are usually the lowest usage of 

the year.  The new rate for 2013 will be effective on the April billing.

BE OBSERVANT – 
HELP KEEP CRIME AT BAY

The Park City Police Department would like to remind you to be observant 
and help keep crime at bay.  The crime rate is increasing nationwide. Park City 
and the surrounding areas are no exception.  However, you can help to deter 

crime.  
Remember to always lock your home, set your alarm if you have one, and 

always lock your vehicles.  Never leave valuables in plain sight. If you see some-
one canvassing the neighborhood knocking on doors, cars that don’t belong in 
the neighborhood parked (occupied or unoccupied) remember you can call 911 
and an officer will come out for a safety check.  Please help us to keep you and 

your neighbors safe.

AUTOMATED PHONE SYSTEM 
AT CITY HALL

City Hall now has an automated phone system.  When you call you will be 
asked to make a selection from the menu and will be connected to a specific 

department. The Police Department and the Court have a direct number 
that may be called from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  A list of extensions/numbers 

is provided below for your convenience. 

 203
 215
 204
 214
 206
 202
 209
 208
 207
 201
 213
 225
 205
 210
 216
 744-2011
 744-6417

City Administrator
Assistant City Administrator/HR
Finance Dr./ City Clerk
City Attorney
Mayor
Accounts Payable
Payroll
Building Permits
Utility Billing
Utility Billing
Inspections
Compliance Officer
Compliance Officer
Court Clerk
Asst. Court Clerk
Police
Court

ELECTION APRIL 2, 2013
CANDIDATES FOR OPEN POSITIONS ON COUNCIL

Position
Mayor
Ward 1
Ward 2
Ward 3
Ward 4

Welcome,
New Chief of Police

Phil Bostian
April 1st

Vacation Watch 
form available 

ONLINE
Citizens are now able to request a 
Vacation Watch from the Police 

Department online. It is easy 
— go to www.parkcityks.com and 
click on the “About Us” tab, then 
“Police” tab, the Vacation Watch 

Request. Complete the 
information and submit. 

Candidates
Ray Mann
John Lehnherr (I)
Cecil Goldsmith (I), George Glover

Gary Aldrich (I)
Melvin Kerr, Dennis Patterson

CHANGES IN ZONING CODES
AFFECT OWNERS OF BOATS, CAMPERS, 

RV’S,  AND TRAILERS
      On January 22, 2013 the Governing Body approved new Zoning 
Regulations.  The new regulations requires any boat, camper, RV or trailer 
taller than 5’6” to be parked behind the face of the house on an all-weather 
surface connecting the driveway to the parking area.  Parking areas servic-
ing the garage area must be concrete.  If a resident would like an additional 
parking area, they may submit an application for a gravel parking area that 
is in accordance to City standards.  Boats, campers, RV’s, and trailers must 
not be parked on grass and no exit to the street shall be made over the City 
curb. 
    The Governing Body is allowing an exemption for residents with pre-
existing boats, campers, RV’s and trailers exceeding 5’-6” in height who 
cannot comply with the side yard parking area restrictions.  Those citizens 
who cannot comply with the regulations must apply for and receive a non-
conforming use permit before the end of the year.  If they fail to do so, even 
if they were qualified, they will forfeit their non-conforming use status.  
The permit must be renewed on an annual basis.  The non-conforming use 
will only apply for boats, campers, RV’s, and trailers that exist on the prop-
erty at the time the permit is issued.  Once the permitted item is sold or 
disposed of the non-conforming use ceases to exist. Any new boat, camper, 
RV, and trailer over 5’-6” will not be allowed to be parked on the property 
unless the parking area is behind the face of the home.
    Notifications will be mailed out in April for those properties not in 
compliance.

Free help with tax 
preparation

Call the Senior Center
744-1199

New Rates in Effect for Community Building Rental
PARK CITY COMMUNITY BUILDING RENTAL RATES & DEPOSITS

Rental Rates Deposit
Resident: $50

Non-resident: $75

Daily Rental Rate
Resident: $100

Non-resident: $150
CIVIC ORGANIZATION RENTAL RATES

Pre-approved (by Park Board) Park City Civic Organizations may use the Community Building free one time each month.  A 
second rental within 30 days will be $20.00.  After two rentals within 30 days, the Civic Organization will have to pay Residential 

Rental Rates as stated above.    
Cleaning deposits will be waived unless a Civic Organization does not leave the building clean and then a cleaning deposit will be 

required henceforth.  Deposit includes damage, cleaning, & key. 
Fund raising by a pre-approved Civic Organization within the Community Building is allowed; however rental rates and deposits 

will be required per Resident Rates set out above.

RESERVATIONS AND RENTAL PAYMENTS
 1. Community Building rental fees must be paid within ten days of the reservation.
 2. Rental fees are refundable prior to 30 days of the reserved date. However, if the reservation is made within 30 days of the                 
 reserved date then the deposit is refundable within one working day of the date the reservation was made.
 3. Payment of the Cleaning Deposit and Key Deposit is due at the time the key is picked-up.
 4. Cleaning Deposits and key deposits will be refunded if the key is returned within three working days and there are no  
 complaints regarding the cleanliness of the building upon completion of the reservation.
 5. No resident or group may reserve the Community Building, for week-end use, more than once per 30 days.  However,  
 this rule is waived if a reservation has not been made by another party noon on the Friday preceding that week-end.
 6. The maximum rental time for one fee will be six hours.  Rentals extending beyond six hours will require a daily rental rate,  
 included above.

Address: 6801 N. Hydraulic
Capacity: 56 persons

Tables: Eight, 8-foot tables
Chairs: 56
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Mayor’s
Corner

By Emil Bergquist

have greatly appreci-
ated being entrusted 
to serve and lead in 
Park City since 1995. 
It was city council 
in Ward 1 then, for a 

two-year term. The mayor and 
seven council members were 
new. The eighth member had 
filled an unexpired term for 
about five months. It was a 
great learning experience for 
all of us. Without a solid staff 
on duty, the transition would 
likely have been rough. But 
solid they were.

Early on, we took on the is-
sue of establishing an industrial 
presence at 53rd North and I-
135. Kice Industries needed to 
leave their Wichita home and 
grow, and saw us as a good fit. 
After some negotiations, a plat 
and incentives were approved. 
That council bonded and built 
the South Interceptor, and set 
in place our first industrial 
park. This also made Wyndham 
Creek and other southern de-
velopment possible. A “can do” 
attitude, with careful planning 
and zoning, helped to spread 
this model city-wide.

I have always said that prov-
idence and a strong economy 
helped us to a great start. It 
was not just about our savvy. 
And the foundation of previous 
staffs and councils should not 
be understated. You certainly 
need to have willing partici-
pants for your growth. But you 
also need a welcoming attitude, 
team effort and a listening ear. 

Being a mayor or council 
member is about a lot more 
than these issues. I believe a 
few characteristics are espe-
cially important when it comes 
to public service and gover-
nance. Civility is something 
that comes by choice. It means 
that no matter whom you share 
the floor with, you intend to 
listen. You don’t really know 
if there is value in what is said 
until you hear.

Another is respect, not only 
for the person, but the posi-
tion. Each official is elected 
by the people. This represents 
the public trust. It is helpful to 
remember that when dealing 
with others. Lastly, remember 
that citizens who e-mail you or 
speak at a meeting may hold 
little hope of seeing their issue 
through. But a better experi-
ence will be taken away if they 
know that you listened and 
cared. These things are what I 
hope for in leadership.

Serving you has been a great 
experience. I am stepping aside 
with no regrets. Ralene and I 
have just celebrated our 25th 
wedding anniversary. We are 
open to new and great oppor-
tunities to work together and 
reach out to others in the next 
25 years! 

We will probably still be 
here in Park City for years to 
come. Thank you for making 
being mayor a blessing. Please 
don’t be strangers, and we will 
see you around town! arkvalleynews.com

Letter to the editor

I
Make city inviting

On March 12, I attended a meeting of the 
city council of the City of Park City. The nine 
members of the governing body (all men, by the 
way) are serious, dedicated public servants. Not 
enough people are willing to put themselves in 
the spotlight doing a frequently thankless job.

But for pity’s sake, guys! I heard a protracted 
argument about hiring a couple of temporary 
workers for the summer — a budgeted, annual 
occurrence designed to keep our streets passable 
and our parks enjoyable. And over and over, I 
heard about the city’s financial situation, how 
dire it is, how it will probably be that way for 
years to come, how the budget was cut to the 
bone last year and they still had to lay off seven 
people.

Not one council member brought up the issue 
that is causing the problem, namely that we have 
new homes and empty lots that have not been 
sold and are not producing the property taxes 
that fund much of the city’s expenditures, or the 
special assessment payments due on the water, 
sewer and street bonds that built the housing 
developments. The housing developments that 
have taken Park City from a drab little com-
munity with an aging population to a vibrant, 
growing one with a bright future.

If you look at statistics, you will see that Park 
City is no longer eligible for the Community 
Development Block Grants that built our senior 
center. Our average income is too high. Check 
the ages of our residents. Just count the number 
of young families who have moved here in the 
last 10 years. Look at the houses we’ve built. 
When my husband and I bought our home in 
1987, the VA reduced the price another $500 
because no house had ever sold for $80,000 in 
the area. And now we have homes in the quarter 
to half million dollar range.

Many of the new people have white collar 
jobs, young children, dogs and mortgage pay-
ments that they are actually making. Do you 
suppose they would have moved here if we 
hadn’t widened 61st Street and added sidewalks? 
If we hadn’t upgraded even our rental housing 
so that we have no slums? If we hadn’t ensured 
our water supply for years to come? If we didn’t 
have a library that’s the center of the commu-
nity? And, once here, do you suppose they enjoy 
our growing parks? Like the fact that residential 
streets get plowed when it snows? That we have 
more community activities than ever?

You can cut the budget to the bone, but if you 
cut to the point that people no longer want to 
live here, who will turn out the lights when the 
last one leaves? Every single family we are able 
to attract here to purchase a home is one more 
piece of real estate that will produce funding to 
reduce the shortfall, one less empty house.

We have a City Beautification Committee 
meeting regularly to come up with ways to make 
Park City more attractive. Let’s be sure they 
have the funding they need. Too many times we 
have been “penny wise and pound foolish.” And 
what happened to the Home Show? Bel Aire, 
Maize, Valley Center, Kechi all exhibited, but 
where was Park City? Rolling up the sidewalks?

We need to make the city look inviting, we 
need to exhibit at the Home Show to extend that 
invitation, we need to put our city out there as a 
desirable place to put down roots. Think, guys!

— Dee Stuart, Park City

Published monthly by Strunk Publishing LLC at P.O. 
Box 120, Valley Center, Kan. 67147. Publisher: Chris 
Strunk. Telephone: 316-755-0821. Fax: 316-755-0644. 
E-mail: legals@arkvalleynews.com. The office is locat-
ed at 210 W. Main, Valley Center, Kan. 
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April showers bring May 
flowers. We have had some 
nice, slow rain and then all the 
melting snow that has made the 
ground nice and moist. The ex-
tension office tells us we don’t 
need to water and that less than 
a foot down the ground has 
moisture. We need to conserve 
water, so don’t waste it.

The origins of April Fool’s 
Day are uncertain. Some see it 
as a celebration of the turn of 
the seasons. But it’s a fun time 
to try a few pranks and fool 
people.

On April 20, Park City Alive 
presents “Images of Depres-
sion Era, Work in Kansas Post 
Offices Murals” by Lorraine 
Madway. At Chisholm Trail 

Bank, there are murals of early 
cowboy history. The program 
will be at the Park City Library.

Pride members will be 
cleaning and fixing up a shelter 
in Hap Mclean Park on April 
13 (weather permitting.) It’s a 
good thing to keep our parks 
looking their best.

By now most people have 
had their taxes figured, and a 
lot of it is done electronically. If 
you have a refund coming, you 
will receive it much faster.

Enjoy the spring weather, we 
may have another hot summer.

Conserve water, don’t waste it

Around 
Park City

By Cecile Cox

The Friends of the Park City 
Library hope that you found 
time to do some reading during 
our recent snowy weather, and 
to enjoy a little time off from 
stress to do an hour or so of 
mind travel. 

Here’s a list of the library’s 
new books and movies for 
March and April. Visit the 
library to check out a new book 
or an author you haven’t tried 
before. Books are the only way 
to travel in your comfortable 
recliner, you know.

DVD/Blu Ray: X-Men, The 
Last Stand; Anna Karenina; 
Skyfall; Breaking Dawn: Part 
1 and 2; The Bourne Legacy; 
Bully; Ice Age: Continental 
Drift; Pitch Perfect; Argo; Ted; 
Flight; The Perks Of Being A 
Wallflower; Hotel Transylvania; 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid; Fran-
kenweenie; Wreck It Ralph.

Board books: The Pigeon 
Has Feelings, Too, by Willems, 
Mo; Touch & Feel Adven-

ture, by Barad, Alexis; A to 
Z, by Boynton, Sandra; Baby 
Animals, by SA Mi; Barnyard 
Dance, by Boynton, Sandra; 
Busy Doggies.

Junior: Goldilocks and the 
Three Dinosaurs, by Willems, 
Mo; Maisy Learns To Swim, 
by Cousins, Lucy; What Will 
Hatch, by Ward, Jennifer; 
Marley and the Great Easter 
Egg Hunt, by Grogan, John; 
The Fourth Stall, by Rylander, 
Chris; The False Prince, by 
Nielsen, Jennifer A.; The 
Colossus Rises, by Lerangis, 
Peter.

Fiction: Agenda 21, by Beck, 
Glenn; A Time For War, by 
Savage, Michael; Out Of War-
ranty, by Smith, Haywood; The 

Aviator’s Wife, by Benjamin, 
Melanie; The Two Medicine 
River, by Wheeler, Richard S.; 
Lookout Hill, by Cotton, Ralph 
W.; Summerset Abbey, by 
Brown, T.J.; Metamorphosis, 
by Kafka, Franz; Out Steal-
ing Horses, by Petterson, Per; 
The Simple Truth, by Baldacci, 
David; The Smoke Thief, by 
Abé, Shana.

Young Adult: Scarlet, by 
Meyer, Marissa; Dance Of 
Shadows, by Black, Yelena; 
Dreamless, by Angelini, Jo-
sephine; Shards & Ashes, by 
Marr, Melissa; Mercy, by Lim, 
Rebecca; Starcrossed, by An-
gelini, Josephine; Stranded, by 
Probst, Jeff; Cross My Heart, 
Hope To Die  Shepard, Sara

Etiquette & Espionage, by 
Carriger, Gail; The Kiss, by 
Patterson, James.

Lin Robinson is secretary 
of the Friends of the Park City 
Library.

From the 
library
By Lin Robinson

New books, DVDs available



Emil and Ralene Berquist 
celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary on March 11, 2013.

They were united in mar-
riage March 11, 1988, in 
Wichita. They have four chil-

dren; Tami 
(Chris) 
Lakey of 
Newton, 
Dr. Adam 
(Laura) 
Doss of 
Rome, Ga., 
Chris (Joy) 
Bergquist, 
and 
Jonathan 
Doss, both 

of Wichita. They also have 18 
grandchildren.

Emil has worked for 
Beechcraft for 37 years and 
also serves as mayor of Park 
City. Ralene is a staff assistant 
to Congressman Mike Pompeo. 
They currently reside in Park 
City.

The couple celebrated with 
a reception on March 24 at the 
Park City Senior Center in Park 
City. 

†††
Donna Phillips of Valley 

Center will celebrate her 90th 
birthday with an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. April 13 at 

Grace Connections Church, 300 
N. Ash in Valley Center. 

She was born in Capron, 
Okla., on April 13, 1923. She 
was the third of six children 
born to Henry and Phoebe 
Schwerdtfeger. She survived the 
Capron tornado in 1939, gradu-
ated from Cosmetology School 
in 1940, and moved to Wichita 
in 1942, where she worked for 
the Coleman Company during 
World War II.  

She married Robert Phillips 
in Wichita on Sept. 15, 1945, 
and together they raised five 
daughters and enjoyed being 
an important part of the lives 
of their 10 grandchildren. She 
was a long-time member of 
Riverview EHU and was an 
avid gardener. She still enjoys 
sewing and needlework and 
has crocheted baby blankets for 
each of her 15 great-grandchil-
dren. She is a 15-year breast 
cancer survivor and active in 
her church and community.

Send birthday greetings to 
960 Old Trail Road, Valley Cen-
ter KS 67147. No gifts, please.

Christ Lutheran Church
There are three different types 

of services every Sunday.  At 
8:30 a.m., there is a Contempo-
rary Service; at 9:45 a.m., a Kid 
Friendly Service as well as Sun-
day School for all ages; and at 
11 a.m., a Traditional Lutheran 
Service.  Communion is offered 
at every service every Sunday. 

A variety of weekly and 
monthly activities are offered 
including Falcon Fellowship 
(Free lunch for students at 
Heights High School on the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month), Youth 
groups, Quilting, Choirs, and 
Men’s Breakfast.  

Find the church online at 
www.christ-lutheran.org; e-mail 
office@clc.kscoxmail.com. Pas-
tor Chad’s email is pastor@clc.
kscoxmail.com. Call the office at 
744-1242.

The church is located at 
5356 N. Hillside (at 53rd and 
N. Hillside, across from Wichita 
Heights HS) 

Church of the Resurrec-
tion

Church of the Resurrection 
(Roman Catholic) is located at 
4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire. 

Masses for the Lord’s Day 
are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 11 a.m. Sunday. Weekday 
Masses are 8 a.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; 
also at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday. 

Resurrection Catholic School 
has students from preschool 
through eighth grade. 

The parish/school website is 
www.resurrectionwichita.com. 
Phone number is 744-2776. Rev. 
James F. Weldon is the pastor.

Greenwich United 
Methodist Church

Sunday worship service at 9 
a.m. Fellowship and coffee fol-
low the service.

Pastor Jeff Miller can be 
reached at 744-0203. 

Senior Day first Tuesday of 
each month at 10 a.m.

United Methodist Women 
meet the first Thursday of each 
month at 1 p.m.

Movie night is the second 
Saturday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. A snack is served.

The church is located about a 
mile south of  K-254 on Green-
wich Road. The phone number is 
744-0203.

Gospel Assembly Church
Located at 4230 N. Oliver 

in Bel Aire, service times are 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m., Sunday. 
Prayer service is 7 p.m. Tuesday. 
Praise and worship is 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. The first Saturday 
evening of each month are youth 
activities.

Phone number is 744-1502. 
Rev. Gary D. Green is the pastor. 

Kechi United 
Methodist Church

Kechi United Methodist 
Church is located at 4533 E. 
61st North. The phone number is 
744-1221.

Rev. Guy E. Rendoff is 
the pastor.  Website is www.
kechiumc.org; Email is 
kechiumc@sbcglobal.net

Worship services on Sunday 
morning are at 9:03 and 11 a.m. 
with Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
During both worship services, 
children’s church and a nursery 
are offered. 

The A.I.M. Class (Adults 
in Ministry) will begin a new 
Advent Bible study on Jan. 2. 
The class meets in the parlor at 
10 a.m. Newcomers are always 
welcome.

Park City Church 
of the Nazarene

Sunday school for all ages 
is at 9:30 a.m. Worship and 
children’s church are at 10:45. 

Wednesday Bible study for 
adults begins with sandwiches 
and chips at 6:15 p.m.

The church is located at 2100 
E. 61st North in Park City. 

The United Methodist 
Church at Park City

Located at 1510 E. 61st 
North. The church has “Worship 
& Connection Time” on Sunday 
mornings at 11. Children’s min-
istries are provided and a nursery 
is available.

Mondays at 6:30 a.m., there 
is a men’s coffee group at Crack-
er Barrel. Mondays at 7 p.m., the 
church has a free Zumba class, 
which is open to the community.  
Men’s Fraternity is 6 to 7:30 
p.m. on the first, third and fifth 

Tuesdays at the church. 
Wednesday evenings offer 

a Family Ministry Night from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. (meal, childcare, 
youth and children’s ministry 
provided). 

Easter Sunrise service is from 
6:45 to 7:15 a.m. on March 31 at 
the fishing pond in Habiger Park. 
A free breakfast at the church 
will follow. 

Worship times for Easter 
Sunday will be 9 and 11 a.m. 

Call or e-mail Pastor Rob 
with any questions about upcom-
ing events and activities at 
744-0029 or 200-0156.  Find the 
church on Facebook or follow 
on Twitter “@Churchparkc-
ity” or, visit the website www.
churchatparkcity.com for more 
info about upcoming events and 
activities..

Randall Road Baptist 
Church

Randall Road Baptist is 
located at 6556 N Randall, Park 
City.

Sunday School starts at 10 

a.m. Worship is at 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening activities 

start at 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study be-

gins at 7 p.m.
Contact Pastor Jim Mc-

Query at 201-1696 or e-mail at 
jmcquery@cox.net.

There will be special guest, 
Monty & Laura Cruise perform-
ing gospel songs on April 28 at 
6 p.m.

Riverview 
Baptist Church

Located at 844 W. 53rd 
North. The church office can be 
reached at 838-4861. The pastor 
study number is 832-9060.  

The church’s website is www.
wichitariverviewbaptist.org.

Sunday schedule has Bible 
study at 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship at 10:45 and evening 
worship at 6.

Fellowship meal is at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday. At 7 is adult Bible 
study and prayer and youth 
group (grades nine through 12). 

Send your church’s upcom-
ing events and service times to 
legals@arkvalleynews.com or 
call 755-0821.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
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5757 N. 
Broadway

Wichita 67219
Shop:

838-8659
24-Hour Service

Commercial Road Service Available
Commercial/Agricultural

Tires & Recaps

TIRES
• Michelin
• BF Goodrich
• Uniroyal
• Alignment
• Brakes
• Shocks
• Engine Repair
Tell ‘em The Dickster
Sent You”

Massage Therapist
Steve Willms

M-F 10-6 pm • Sat 10-3
Gift Certificates 

Available

316-755-3438

Mon-Fri: 8 am - 5:30 p.m. Sat.: 8 am -1 p.m. 
Broadway Truck & Auto Inc. 

Auto Salvage
8159 N. Broadway
Valley Center, KS 

316-755-1127
broadwaysalvage.com

we buy junk 
cars & trucks

Scales now open

J.B.’s PCs
Complete Personal Computer

Repair • Sales
New Computer &

Internet Setups
COMPUTER • RECYCLING

15+ Years Experience, with References
Professional, Dependable and Reasonable
Commercial & Residential Rates Offered
Jeffrey A. Black  316-755-1881

Monday - Saturday • 226 W. Main #5

Valley Center 
Christian Church

Seneca & 85th

1st service interpreted for 
the deaf in ASL at 8:45

Sunday school interpreted 
for the deaf at 10

Please come and join us!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Valley Center

Christian Church
1801 E. Fifth, Valley Center

755-1233
Sunday—9 a.m. Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship
Wednesday—6 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m. Youth & Adult Studies

Bus service provided, please call church office.

Grace Connections 
Church

(American Baptist)
300 N. Ash, 755-1855

Valley Center
Pastor: Doug Wedan

Sunday
Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.

Adult Bible Studies 10:45 a.m.
Nursery provided

Wednesday Family Dinner 6 p.m.
Children & youth classes 6:30 p.m.

Nursery provided✝
Christ Lutheran 
Church ELCA

Tradition with a Twist
8:30 • Contemporary Guitar 

Service
11:00 • Traditional Service

9:45 • Adult learning
9:45 - Kid Friendly Service starting 

Sept. 9th
 Communion will be at all services.
“Come give us a try, you’ll like it”

5356 N. Hillside, Wichita
744-1242

Randall Road 
Baptist Church

6556 N Randall Rd, Park City
Sunday School 10 am

Worship 11 am
Sunday Evenings 6 pm

Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
Contact Pastor Jim McQuery 
for more info at 201-1696 or 
email at jmcquery@cox.net

Special Guest Monty & 
Laura Cruise: April 28th at 6 pm 

for a Gospel Sing

Ralene and Emil Berquist

VIRGINIA BROWN
Virginia “Jinky” Brown, 

85, homemaker, died Feb. 27, 
2013. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 
Donald; and son, Michael. 

Survivors include her 
daughter, Cindy (Richard) 
Phinney of Park City; sister, 
Catherine McNeeley of 
LaFayette, Ind.; grandchil-
dren, Dustin (Heidi) Brown, 
Ambrosia Brown, Heather 
Brown, Daniel Brown, and 
Grant Phinney; six great-
grandchildren; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Services were March 4 at 
First Church of the Brethren.

Memorials may be made 
to First Church of the Breth-
ren, 1103 N. Jefferson, 
Wichita, KS 67203.

Cochran Mortuary is in 
charge of arrangements. 

MARGARET VAUGHN
Margaret Gail (Marlow) 

Trusdale-Smith-Ast-Vaughn, 
59, died March 17, 2013. 

She was born in Lafayette, 
Tenn. to Cecil Warren Mar-
low and Kathleen (Bolton) 
Marlow. She is survived by 
her children, John Jason Ast 
of N.C. and Nicole Ast of 
Park City; mother, Kathleen 
Marlow of Dayton, Ohio; 
brother, Perry (Debbie) Mar-
low of Dayton, Ohio; sisters, 
Linda Tabor of Dayton, 
Ohio, Betty (Joel) Wassom 
of Ohio, and Candy (Mark) 
Sizelove of Newton; loving 
caregivers, Don Ast and Alzo 
Vaughn; and many other fam-
ily and friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Warren Marlow 
and husband, Ron Smith. 

Services were March 21 at 
New Hope Baptist Church, 
4815 E. 4th, Hutchinson, KS. 

Baker Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. 

DEATHS

Phillips



every expense item it consid-
ers, big or small.

Thomas said that the 
seven layoffs could have 
been avoided last fall if the 
council had spent city dol-
lars more conservatively. 
While fellow council mem-
bers agreed it’s important 
to closely monitor the city’s 
budget and to know exactly 
where money is spent, they 
voted in favor of lifting the 
hiring freeze to bring on the 
seasonal help.

City Administrator Jack 
Whitson said the city’s bud-
get allows for the seasonal 
help and the assistance is 
needed to help short-handed 
departments keep grass 
heights under control and 
road conditions safe for driv-
ers.

The council vote was 7-1.
Also on March 12, the council:
•Approved a cereal malt bever-

age license for 81 Speedway.
•Approved sponsoring the Wich-

ita Wild’s 2013 season for $9,000, 
Jeeps Motorcycle Club 2013 Super-
cross Series and Flat Truck series 
for $9,000, the National champion-
ship racing series for $4,200 and 
the sponsorship of 81 Speedway’s 
2013 season for $19,700.

•Approved the purchase of 
5,000 Park City promotional bags 
for $3,000.

•Heard Park City Pride represen-
tative Dee Stuart discuss the orga-
nization’s efforts to help feed people 
at the Kansas Mission of Mercy free 
dental clinic March 1 and 2 at the 
Kansas Pavilions and thanked fellow 

volunteers and city employees who 
helped with the event.

•Heard United Methodist Church 
of Park City Pastor Rob Schmutz 
discuss upcoming events at his 
church.

•Held a public hearing to consid-
er the issuance of taxable industrial 
revenue bonds for $2 million for the 
development of a baseball/softball 
complex at 6701 N. Broadway. The 
complex will include a stadium for 
the Park City Rangers collegiate 
summer baseball team. The site at 
6701 N. Broadway is just north of 
where original plans called for the 
complex to be built.

•Approved the appointment of 
Larry Kelley to the beautification 
committee.

•Approved the purchase of 120 
water meters and electronic read-
ers for the annual replacement pro-
gram for $19,500 out of the utility 
fund.

•Approved repairs to the main 
sewer lift station for $9,166 from 
the utility fund.

•Approved changes to the pro-
cedures and rates regarding rental 
of the community building in Hap 
McLean Park as recommended by 
the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee. The changes include 
increases in the rental rates and 
deposit fees. All-day rental rates 
for residents increase form $50 to 
$100 with a $100 deposit and non-
resident rates increase from $100 
to $150 with a $150 deposit. The 
council agreed to revisit the revised 
policies in a few months to see if 
any provisions will be needed.

•Approved the purchase of a 
2013 police vehicle from the po-
lice capital equipment budget. Lt. 
Henry Spurlock said the new vehicle 
will replace a 2008 Crown Victoria 
that has more than 80,000 miles on 
it. Park City’s new police chief, Phil 
Bostian, is expected to start with 
the city on April 2.

All eight council members and 
Mayor Emil Bergquist were present 
at the March 12 meeting. 

MAYOR
Raymond Mann

Occupation: Director of 
Operations, E&A Inc.

Political experience and 
community involvement: 
Served on city council since 

2011.
1. It has 

been both 
a learning 
experi-
ence and 
an honor 
serving 
our com-
munity as 
a council 
member 
for Ward 
2 the past 
two years. 

I want to continue to serve the 
community in a new role as the 
Mayor of Park City. I am com-
mitted in building teamwork 
within our community and 
expanding our volunteer base.

2.  I do not believe any 
mayor or council member being 
in favor of increasing property 
taxes. We need to continue 
to look for areas within the 
budget to decrease while still 
being able to provide services 
to our residents. The purpose 
for the city to exist is to provide 
services that an individual 
may not be able to provide for 
themselves (i.e., streets, sewer, 
water, law enforcement, etc.). 
Any excess services need to be 
looked at for possible decrease 
or cuts, such as the pool closing 
for 2013. We also need to work 
on community growth, both 
commercial and residential, for 
areas of opportunity to increase 
revenue for the city, that’s a win 
for everyone. 

WARD 1
John Lehnherr

Occupation: Lieutenant for 
Kansas Highway Patrol 

Political experience and 
community involvement: 
Served on city council since 
2005.

1. Our community and citi-
zens have made huge strides in 
Park City since I began serving 
8 years ago and I would like to 
continue in my contributions 
to improving our community. I 
believe that current and future 
opportunities in retail, hous-
ing and industry have and will 
continue to allow us to slowly 
emerge from the struggling 
economy. With that being said, 

it is critical that we learn from 
past experiences and work to 
balance our growth effectively 
so that if one opportunity fails 

we can still 
count on 
others to 
succeed 
and carry 
us forward. 

2. As 
a citizen 
I don’t 
like tax 
increases. 
If a tax 
increase is 
necessary 
I want it to 

be as little as possible. In past 
years we have dipped into re-
serves (savings) to avoid signifi-
cant tax increases. The amount 
that comes from reserves 
increased significantly every 
year, even without increasing 
the budget. Recently we enacted 
a reduction in workforce in 
hopes that we could minimize 
the budget deficit. This deficit 
came largely from delinquent 
special assessments caused by 
the crippled housing industry. 
I don’t favor turning our heads 
to a deficit by cleaning out our 
reserves every year and pushing 
a substantial and imminent tax 
increase off on a future council 
when the reserves run out. With 
that said I think that if we must 
turn to a tax increase it must 
be incremental increases rather 
than increasing the mill levy 
by several mills at once. These 
large mill levy increases are 
quite burdensome on taxpayers.

WARD 2
George Glover

Occupation: Program con-
sultant for the State of Kansas

Political experience and 
community involvement: 

Active 
member of 
Park City 
Special 
Events 
Commit-
tee; com-
munity 
volunteer 
who has 
helped or-
ganize the 
Park City 
fishing 
derby for 

the last four years and helped 
with other outreach efforts in 
the city.

1. I believe there is a need to 
improve communication/repre-
sentation between the residents 
and City Council. I also see 

an urgency to secure a stable 
financial future for Park City. I 
would like to attract more busi-
nesses with living wage jobs to 
our community to expand the 
tax base, generate revenue, and 
promote job growth. I would 
also like to foster a stronger 
sense of community within the 
citizens of Park City .

2. I would first have to care-
fully examine the budget in its 
entirety and only after all other 
options were exhausted, and as 
a last resort, would I consider a 
tax increase.

Cecil Goldsmith
Occupation: Retired fire 

lieutenant for Sedgwick County 
Fire District 1; insurance ad-
juster; funeral assistant

Political experience and 
communi-
ty involve-
ment: 
Served on 
city council 
since 2009; 
serves on 
Salute to 
Freedom 
Fourth 
of July 
Commit-
tee; serves 
as the city 
council 

liaison to Convention and 
Tourism; relief driver for Good 
Neighbor Nutrition Program.

1. I’m running for re-elec-
tion so that the citizens are 
represented and their voices 
are heard. I believe that city 
government is for all of the 
people. I want to make sure that 
Public Safety, Streets, Water 

and Sewer (which is the main 
infrastructure) is kept as a prior-
ity for the city. I would like to 
find a way to fund and re-open 
the city pool. When the City 
Council voted to close it, I was 
the only vote to keep it open.

2. I’m not in favor of rais-
ing taxes, but one has to wait 
and see how bad the decreases 
in state revenues are passed 
down. Park City is operat-
ing with 8 less employees for 
2013 which already brings our 
maintenance of services to the 
bare minimum. If the citizens 
of Park City want to keep the 
infrastructure of the city above 
basic needs, then a tax increase 
will need to be looked at by the 
Council or more services will 
need to be cut.

WARD 3
Gary Aldrich

Occupation: Inventory co-
ordinator, Logistics Resources 
Inc.

Political experience and 
community involvement: 
Served on city council since 
2009.

1. I am running for of-
fice because I believe that the 
people need a voice to speak for 
a government that lives within 
its means without placing an in-
creasing burden on the taxpayer.

2. It has always been said 
that with every dollar of aid 
from outside the local commu-
nity comes strings in the form 
of mandates which eventually 
become unfunded by those who 
originally gave the aid.  I have 
not and will not be in favor of 

increased taxes.  Can anyone go 
to their employer and demand 
more money because they have 
too much debt?  With house-
hold incomes shrinking and the 
labor force participation rate 

shrinking, 
we have 
many who 
have given 
up looking 
for work 
and are not 
counted in 
the unem-
ployment 
rate.  It is 
time for 
local com-
munities to 
push back 

on unfunded mandates, whether 
they be at the county, state or 
federal level.  The economy of 
communities and states which 
are increasing the tax burden 
on the citizens are seeing jobs, 
population and revenue declin-
ing.  We also need to decide 
the things and amounts that are 
most important to the com-
munity and reduce expenses on 
less important things.  We must 
again become a nation where 
we have the opportunity to 
succeed, but not a guarantee of 
outcome.

WARD 4
Dennis Patterson

Occupation: retired manu-
facturing engineer

Political experience and 
community involvement: 
President of Village Estates 
Homeowner’s Association

1. The ward 4 incumbent 
will not be running, so the posi-
tion will be vacant. I believe I 
am a good candidate for Ward 
4. With everyone concerned 
about budgets at home and in 
our government, we need to 
make sure our Park City budget 
is balanced. I am recently re-
tired as Manufacturing Engineer 
and would have time to be ac-
tive in this position. I have ex-

perience working with budgets. 
I am president of Village Estates 
Home owners Association and 
I have been past Chairman’s 

of sev-
eral church 
boards, 
all deal-
ing with 
budgets 
and work-
ing with 
Vendors. 

2. I am 
never in 
favor of 
increased 
prop-
erty taxes. I 

would look for other ways to fill 
the gaps in our budget and still 
maintain services. I would re-
quest the staff to present options 
to the Park City Board. Only 
as a last resort would I vote for 
increased taxes.

Melvin Kerr
Occupation: Shop supervi-

sor for Cummins Diesel
Political experience and 

community involvement: 
Serves on Park City’s Park 
and Rec Board, Tree Board, 
Special Events Committee and 
Park City Pride.

1. I want to be more 
involved 
with city 
matters, 
try to 
bring in 
some fresh 
ideas, and 
help our 
city to 
grow and 
prosper.

2. I 
am not 
in favor 
of a tax 

increase. That is not what 
people need now. We need 
to generate more revenue by 
bringing in new businesses 
and encouraging people to uti-
lize both our new and current 
businesses. Spend our money 
wisely.
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PARK CITY MAYOR AND COUNCIL CANDIDATES

The questions
1. Why are you running for city office this election?
2. With state aid and other revenue waning, the city 

could be facing another possible property tax increase 
for its 2014 budget. Would you be in favor of increas-
ing property taxes? Why or why not? If not, do you see 
other options in maintaining services?

Mann

Lehnherr

Glover

Goldsmith

Aldrich

Patterson

Kerr

Continued from Page 1
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By Chris Strunk

Some groups are paying. 
Others aren’t.

In an effort to iron out 
the Valley Center school 
district’s policies on the use 
of its facilities, officials have 
embarked on a tall task: 
Figure out which groups are 
being charged and which 
aren’t. 

“I just want to be fair 
and consistent,” said Valley 
Center Superintendent Cory 
Gibson.

The school board last 
week approved a policy that 
governs use of district facili-
ties by groups outside of the 
district. Now, the board will 
be asked to decide in the 
coming months on a policy 
that affects district-based 
groups, such as club sports 
teams.

Though challenging, Gib-
son said he wanted to be sure 
Valley Center students aren’t 
penalized by the policy.

Gibson acknowledged 
that past practice has been 

inconsistent. 
About three years ago, 

the district began charging 
the Valley Center Recreation 
Commission hourly fees for 
use of the district’s facili-
ties, including practices and 
games, even though the ma-
jority of VCRC participants 
are school district patrons. 
At the same time, Gibson 
said, some club sports teams 
use facilities without being 
charged a fee. Other orga-
nizations, such as the kids 
wrestling club, pay to use 

gyms for tournaments.
Gibson said the VCRC 

likely will have special 
consideration, which would 
require a separate contract, in 
whatever policy is proposed.

The board likely will 
discuss the policy in May or 
June.
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DZ
755-1007

• 24 Hour Tow Service •

Automotive & Truck Repair
142 S. Meridian • Valley Center KS 67147

www.dzautomotive.com   dzauto@att.net

Alignments
$49.95 plus shims (2 wheel)
$69.95 plus shims (4 wheel)

“We sell all 
brands of tires”

“We do it all, from 
maintenance to

engine overhaul”

Country Park
4616 N. Hydraulic Park City
Two Bedrooms/One Bath 864 sq. ft. $565 - $645

Three Bedrooms/Two Baths 1125 sq. ft. $645 - $735
We offer: • Washer/Dryer Connection & Laundry Center

• Swimming Pool, Clubhouse & BBQ Grill
• Basketball Court & Playground

For more information call (316)932-2036
or email: countrypark@keyco.kscoxmail.com

Visit our website www.keymgmt.com

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Al Taylor, AAMS
Financial Advisor
    

LIFE DOESN’T STAND STILL 
AND NEITHER 

SHOULD YOUR 
INVESTMENTS

To schedule your complimentary 
financial review, call or visit today

309 E. Kechi Road
Kechi, KS 67067
316-744-6222PASTRY PLACE 

DAYLIGHT DONUTS
1500 E. 61st North, Park City

Tues-Fri 6 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Sat-Sun 6 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Dining room/ Drive-thru

316-500-8288 CLASSIFIED
20 Help Wanted

Ark Valley  
Animal 

Hospital
 is hiring a veterinary 
assistant. Veterinary 

experience preferred, need 
to have a flexible schedule 
to work every morning and 
some split shifts from 4:00 
pm to close with rotating 

Saturdays. Pay is negotiable 
depending on veterinary 
experience. The job will 

be walking dogs, cleaning 
cages, giving medications, 

cleaning the clinic, assisting 
the dr. in appointments 

and in surgeries. Call 316-
201-6690 or stop by the 

office at 122 N Park, Valley 
Center

Valley Center Annual City-Wide Garage Sales
April 12-13

Registration deadline is April 1, 2013
Register at 
• VC Library

• VC Chamber of Commerce
 755-7340

www.vckschamber.com

Call 755-0821
to place a classified ad

5 Garage Sales

T’s Treasures of 
Yesterday & Today

1542 E. 61st North
Park City
744-0023

Out of 
Grandma’s Closet

5944 N. Broadway
Park City, KS

316-425-8788

Auctions with Action
We Make it Happen

Largest Watercraft Auction 
in the Midwest — 

1st Sat. of each month
6460 N. Broadway
Wichita KS 67219

(316) 744-9950
newcomauction.com

By Matt Heilman

The intersection where 
Denver meets Evanston and 
Mobile Drive just east of 
Applebee’s, has been in Park 
City for about 60 years. And 
until recently, there hasn’t 
been much formal discussion 
regarding traffic or parking 
concerns near the intersec-
tion.

In February, the Park City 
council approved a motion 

to prohibit parking at the in-
tersection of Denver, Mobile 
and Evanston streets.

At its Feb. 26, meeting, the 
council voted 7-0 to rescind 
the action. Ultimately, the 
council felt more work is 
needed before a final deter-
mination is made on what 
action, if any, should be 
taken to improve safety at 
the intersection. One of the 
key concerns is that vehicles 
on Mobile Drive aren’t im-

mediately seen by motorists 
turning left onto the street off 
Denver. 

At its Feb. 12 meeting, the 
council heard from a couple 
of residents on Denver who 
discussed traffic issues in the 
area and a request was made 
for the council to reconsider 
the “no parking” signs on 
Evanston and Denver.

On Feb. 26, council 
member Keith Thomas said 
the council should speak 

with residents in the area and 
gain feedback on what the 
neighborhood feels is needed 
to improve the safety at the 
blind curve.

Council members Mike 
Alumbaugh and George 
Capps shared the opinion that 
the addition of a stop sign at 
the intersection on Mobile 
Drive would likely be enough 
to address the concerns with 
the blind turn.

The council didn’t take any 

further action after rescinding 
the call for the “no parking” 
at the intersection.

As part of addressing traf-
fic concerns in the area, City 
Administrator Jack Whitson 
presented a Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation study 
that showed the speeds ve-
hicles traveled as they turned 
on to Mobile Drive.

The study found that most 
motorists made the turn 
between 20 and 25 miles 

per hour. The current speed 
limit at the spot is 30 miles 
per hour, a speed which the 
council seemed to agree isn’t 
safe to make the blind turn 
off Denver or Evanston.

The council informally 
agreed to revisit the issue in a 
few weeks after receiving in-
put form City Attorney Doug 
Moshier and doing “ground-
work” to determine what the 
best long-term solution is to 
improve the intersection.

Park City addresses concern at blind intersection

By Chris Strunk

Ron Barry, history teacher 
and assistant football coach 
at Valley Center High 
School, has been named the 
school’s assistant principal 
and activities and athletics 
director.

The school board ap-
proved Barry’s promotion 
during its March 11 meeting.

He will replace Vic 
Noordhoek, who is retiring 
at the end of this school year 
after working for the Val-
ley Center school district 
for 32 years, the past six as 
the district’s activities and 
athletics director.

“I’m very excited,” Barry 
said. “It’s a great opportunity 
with the district that has been 
wonderful to me. Vic has 
done an amazing job for the 
district for over 30 years. … 
I just want to learn as much 
as I can from him during the 
next couple of months and 
carry on some of the things I 
want to do past that.”

Barry has been assistant 
football coach at the high 
school since 2008, leading a 
resurgent defensive squad as 
coordinator last season.

Barry also coached middle 
school girls’ basketball 
teams since 2009.

Barry has been a teacher 
in the district for five years. 

He holds a bachelor’s de-

gree from 
Kansas 
State Uni-
versity, 
where he 
also was 
a walk-on 
football 
player 
under Bill 
Snyder. 
Barry 
recently 
com-

pleted a master’s degree 
in school leadership from 
Baker University. He also 
has a master’s degree in cur-
riculum and instruction from 
Rockhurst University.

“Several things made 
Ron stand out,” said VCHS 
Principal Jamie Lewis. “First 
and foremost was his com-
mitment to Valley Center and 
our kids, which has allowed 
him to develop an exten-
sive rapport and connection 
with our kids and commu-
nity. Ron is seen as a leader 
among staff and students.”

Barry, 30, who gradu-
ated from Immaculata High 
School in Leavenworth, lives 
in Valley Center with his 
wife and two young children.

“In the grand scheme of 
things, I want to have greater 
influence on kids, more than 
just the classroom, more than 
just football,” Barry said. 
“… In this role, I really can 

take ownership in everything 
that goes on throughout the 
district. I’ve always had 
an excitement for the other 
sports and now I can be an 
influence in student-athlete 
success in all of them.”

Lewis said Barry will take 
on management duties as 
assistant principal, freeing 
up the school’s other two 
assistants to focus on work 
more closely tied to class-
room instruction. 

Barry will handle all high 
school athletics and activi-
ties. 

“My goal in this role is to 
continue what has been done 
in the past but maybe foster 
relationships with people 
outside of just the coaches, 
more of the community and 
more communication with 
people outside of the athletic 
department, so they under-
stand what our successes 
are,” Barry said. “So maybe 
people who are wanting to 
move to the Wichita area see 
Valley Center and want their 
kids to be part of our suc-
cess.”

Barry said the high school 
offers top-notch facilities for 
its various activities.

“It’s not just athletics,” 
he said. “Our activities are 
some of the better in the 
state. We really need to high-
light those.”

Jamie Wetig, principal 

at the intermediate school, 
will transfer to the middle 
school and become assistant 
principal and activities and 
athletic director there. Cur-
rent middle school assistant 
principal Greg Lehr will take 
Wetig’s place at the interme-
diate school next year.

Valley Center is returning 
to the structure it had before 
Noordhoek was named 
district athletic and activi-
ties director six years ago, 
when assistant principals at 
the middle school and high 
school shared athletic and 
activities responsibilities.

Lewis said Barry has the 
skills to be effective in both 
capacities.

“Ron has a clear under-
standing of our programs and 
has a clear vision of contin-
ued growth and how we can 
further success on both sides 
— athletics and activities,” 
Lewis said. “He fully grasps 
what’s being presented. He’s 
an intentional listener.”

Lewis said he expects 
Barry to be a champion for 
students and staff involved in 
extracurricular activities.

“He’ll be highly visible,” 
Lewis said. “His presence 
will be known. He’s com-
mitted to those programs 
and kids. First and foremost, 
he has the ability to engage 
kids, staff and community 
in terms of building a fam-

ily-type atmosphere around 
a program for the sake of 
ongoing support. The suc-
cess of our kids is never a 
one-person deal.”

Barry will be paid 
$76,567 a year.

The change was one of 
a handful administrative 
adjustments for 2013-14 that 
the school board approved 
March 11. They included:

•Leaving open the posi-
tion of director of opera-
tions. Rick White resigned 
the position. Superintendent 
Cory Gibson and assistant 
superintendent Mike Bonner 
will assume the bulk of the 
position’s responsibilities.

•Merging the maintenance 
and grounds departments 
and appointing Dan Gentry 
(director of grounds) to man-
age both.

•Changing the director of 
The Learning Center from 
Sally Nold to PJ Reilly. Nold 
will continue to be assistant 
principal at the high school 
and will focus on curriculum 
and instruction, while Reilly 
will continue to be coordina-
tor of the college and career 
readiness program in addi-
tion to his new duties.

•Changing Becky Khos-
ravipour’s title to director of 

student learning from learn-
ing coordinator.

The board also approved 
contract extensions through 
June 30, 2015, for Gibson 
and Bonner. The board ap-
proved contract extensions 
through June 30, 2014, 
for Susan Harris (director 
of finance), Gavon Smith 
(director of transportation), 
Gentry, Khosravipour, Kent 
Hipp (middle school prin-
cipal) and Lewis. And the 
board approved contract 
extensions through June 
15, 2014, for Molly Rainey 
(director of food service), 
Reilly, Mark Hoy (Abilene 
principal), Kathy Bradham 
(Wheatland principal), Pete 
Bastian (West principal), 
Wetig, Greg Mittman (high 
school assistant principal), 
Nold and Barry.

Salaries will be deter-
mined later this year.

The board also accepted 
the resignation of Kay Tibbs 
(director of technology, June 
30).

Teacher named Valley Center athletic director

Barry

District seeks fair facility policy
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“I knew immediately what 
it was,” Whitehead said. 

He had found a similar 
card attached to a deflated 
balloon on his land in 1984. 
On that card was a note from 
a child who had released the 
balloon in Oklahoma. This 
time, the note was traced 
to Peyton Henderson, a 
6-year-old kindergartner at 
Park City’s Chisholm Trail 
Elementary School, about 
600 miles away. 

Henderson released her 
balloon with about 500 fel-
low Chisholm Trail students 
on Sept. 20. Whitehead 
found the card waving in the 
wind in February. 

He stopped his tractor, got 
off the machine and walked 
toward the card and deflated 
balloon. The note read, “If 
you find my balloon please 
let me know where it landed 
and a little bit about you and 
your town.”

It didn’t take long for 
Whitehead to respond. A few 
days after finding the note, 
he mailed Peyton a pack-

age consisting of souvenirs 
from Roy’s Store Cabins 

and Campgrounds, a popu-
lar spot for area residents in 

the neighboring community 
of Glen Allan, about 150 
miles southwest of Memphis, 
Tenn., and about a five-hour 
drive north of the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Of about 500 balloons 
launched from Chisholm 
Trail Elementary School, 
only three retrievals were 
confirmed, said Peyton’s 
mother, Christie Henderson, 
who works as an instruction-
al coach at the school. 

She said Chisholm Trail 
takes part in a balloon launch 
every year. Responses are 
rare and the flight paths usu-
ally take the balloons north 
before they hit the jet stream 
and travel west, Henderson 
said. 

“I don’t know why this 
one went east,” she said. 

The balloon’s flight path 
worked out well for the 
Hendersons, who had time 
off during spring break and 
had planned a trip to Mobile, 
Ala., to visit Christie’s fam-
ily. Christie’s husband, Heath 
Henderson, is a teacher at 
Wichita West High School 
and an assistant football 
coach at Wichita Heights.

With the family headed 

southeast, Christie conducted 
a Google search of Glen 
Allan, Miss., and found that 
the small community was 
located near the route to 
Mobile. 

On March 16, Peyton met 
her pen pal. The Hendersons 
met Whitehead and his wife 
for lunch at Roy’s Store 
and were shown where the 
farmer found the balloon 
about three weeks before.

Peyton said she didn’t 
know where her balloon 
could be headed after its 
release, and she was glad it 
was found. She said she was 
excited when she received 
the souvenirs and was 
looking forward to meeting 
Whitehead before the March 
16 detour on her family’s 

vacation. 
“We had a nice visit,” 

Whitehead said after the 
meeting.

A tag explaining the school’s balloon launch was at-
tached to each balloon before they were let go. 

Courtesy photo

Continued from Page 1

Balloon

Kechi resident with 
four  Microsoft 

certifications. Home or 
pick-up repairs. 

316-990-1999. Usually 
$50 plus parts. Includes 
FREE Antivirus for life! 
CALL FOR FREE advice! 

I Will Fix Your 
Computer!

option for a private entity to 
take ownership of the pool 
could still be on the table. 
He encouraged anyone with 
a cost-effective idea for the 
pool to open to share that 
idea with the council at City 
Hall. However, it would be 
a challenge to open the pool 
in time this summer, even if 
funding was available. 

“It would take a real 
challenge on any business 
person’s part to come in and 
run it on a short notice,” 
Bergquist said. 

While the decision 
to close the pool wasn’t 
popular, Bergquist said the 
council followed the past 
directive of its citizens that 
had placed a high priority on 
keeping taxes low. 

Ward 2 representative 
Cecil Goldsmith was the 
lone council member to vote 
against closing the pool. 
Goldsmith understood the 
city’s financial troubles, but 
he felt the decision should 
have been more transparent 
and not made on short notice 
in a special meeting. 

Goldsmith said Park City’s 
residents should have had a 
chance to vote on whether or 
not a slight property tax hike 
was worth keeping the pool 
open. 

Bergquist and all eight 
council members have en-

couraged feedback from resi-
dents on the matter, but there 
hasn’t been much discussion 
on the budget cuts and pool 
closing since October. 

Ward 2 council candidate 
George Glover said he’s 
spoken with residents who 
say they care, but haven’t felt 
like expressing their views 
at council meetings would 
be enough to make a differ-
ence. If elected to represent 
Ward 2, he said he wanted to 
improve a perceived discon-
nect between the council and 
the people it serves. 

After the pool closing was 
approved last fall, council 
member George Capps said 
input from residents was im-
portant to guide the council. 
He said if enough residents 
spoke up and said a slight tax 
hike was worth keeping the 
pool open, the council was 
willing to reverse its deci-
sion. 

“It’s one of those deals,” 
I’d like to hear from the 
people,” Capps said last fall. 
“If they would like to keep 
the pool open, I’d like for 
them to tell us so.” 

tinue at least through May for 
an area stretching east to west 
from Missouri to California 
and north to south from North 
Dakota to Texas. 

Pearce explained there 
might be some heavy rainfall 
like last spring, but there’s 
not enough consistent pre-
cipitation in the long-range 
forecast to pull us out of the 
drought. 

For area farmers, Perkins 
said every bit of moisture 
helps and the heavy snowfall 
provided some much-needed 
relief, even though it’s tem-
porary. 

“We’re still a ways off, but 
it did help,” he said.
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