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By Matt Heilman 

Park City resident Don 
Tharp didn’t come through 
unscathed in serving his 
country. Through two 
deployments to Iraq, he 

experienced the hells of war and has 
required treatment for nerve damage 
in his back and post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

In observation of the Fourth of July, 
he’s one of many examples of how 

freedom isn’t free. In recent years, 
Tharp said he would seek the solitude 
of a friends’ property near Hays to get 
away from the smoke in the air and the 
pops of fireworks that echo through his 
neighborhood. 

This year, he stayed home. He was 
confident he’d be okay as the loud 
celebration carried on throughout his 
neighborhood and community. 

Tharp is in a better place than he was 
three months ago. The 48-year-old mili-
tary veteran knows he has more healing 

Freedom isn’t Free

Don Tharp is home with his daughter, Elizabeth, and wife, Mary, after spending several weeks at an in-patient mental 
health care facility.

Don Tharp plays with his friend, Little Dog, at 
his Park City home last month. Tharp said he 
wants to train therapy dogs some day.

Chris Strunk

Local veteran learning to cope 
with mental battle wounds

See VETERAN, Page 4

By Matt Heilman

The final numbers aren’t in yet, 
but with an idea of what to expect, 
the Park City council took a look 
at the first draft of its 2015 budget 
at its July 8 meeting. Park City 
Administrator Jack Whitson intro-
duced the tentative spending plan 
for a total budget that is projected 
to reach about $4.6 million in the 
general fund. The projection is 
about a $100,000 increase from the 
2014 budget.

There is an approximate 
$250,000 shortfall, but the deficit 
can be covered without raising taxes 
or implementing cuts, Whitson 
said. In addition to carryover from 
last year, approximately $250,000 
is available for transfer from the 
city’s bond and interest fund to the 
general fund.

As part of the budget presenta-
tion, Park City Police Chief Phil 
Bostian spoke with the council to go 
over a slight increase in his depart-
ment’s budget. In part, the increase 

is needed for overdue equipment 
upgrades and two new patrol cars to 
replace two older vehicles. Bostian 
said over the past seven years, the 
department has on average, replaced 
two of its older vehicles per year. 

Since police vehicles make more 
frequent stops and have more wear 
and tear than civilian cars, there is 
typically more maintenance needed 
to keep them going as they approach 
100,000 miles, Bostian said. In his 
presentation to the council on July 
8, the chief provided a handout that 

showed the requested expenses and 
spelled out justifications for them.

For the city, one expense item 
hanging in the air is its employees’ 
health insurance costs for 2015. 
Whitson said the city wouldn’t be 
able to get an insurance quote until 
September.

The first draft of the city’s budget 
has a projected 15 percent increase 
built in for insurance costs, which 
equates to about $130,000.

The council voted 7-1 to receive 
and file the first draft of the budget. 

Council member Melvin Kerr op-
posed the initial budget because he 
thought it should have included an 
expense for equipment upgrades for 
the parks department.

The council set a public hear-
ing on the budget for 7 p.m. Aug. 
12. With the public hearing, the 
council will approve a property tax 
mill levy that can be lowered, but 
not raised in the final draft of the 
budget. The council will approve 
its final spending plan by the end of 
August.

By Matt Heilman

The federal government put up a roadblock, 
rejecting the proposed tribal casino in Park 
City. With a ruling on July 7, the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior denied an application by 
the Wyandotte Nation of Oklahoma to take 
10.5 acres of Park City land into trust to build 
a casino. The tribe bought the land near 77th 
North and I-135 in 1992. 

The tribe claimed it bought the land, located 
on the south of 77th North between Sedgwick 
County Fire Station 32 and the former Wild 
West World property, with land claim settle-
ment money. A law passed by Congress in 
1984 gave the Wyandotte Nation $100,000 to 
purchase land to hold in trust. With land held in 
trust, the tribe could build a casino. 

However, the Wyandotte’s case hasn’t been 
cut and dry. Complicating the matter is the 
presence of the tribe’s casino in Kansas City, 
Kan. 

In leading the charge to block the casino 
in Park City, the State of Kansas has argued 
that the tribe didn’t exclusively use settle-
ment money to buy the land and that the 1984 
settlement in favor of the tribe had already been 
fulfilled when the Wyandotte built a gaming 
hall in Kansas City. 

In April, Wyandotte Chief Billy Friend said 
there is no language in the 1984 law that says 
the tribe can’t hold more than one piece of land 
in trust. Even so, the state has argued that the 
tribe commingled settlement funds with other 
tribal money and made up numbers to show 
that the 10.5 acres in Park City was purchased 
with settlement money. 

Park City Administrator Jack Whitson said 
the state’s contention that the tribe commingled 
funds is a weak argument that the Wyandotte 
have refuted.

“They knew in a ledger where that money 
was,” he said. 

By Matt Heilman 

The 2014 election season is 
heating up by the day and area vot-
ers were able to start weighing in 
starting in late July. Advanced vot-
ing for the Aug. 5 primary election 
began July 23 at the election office 
in downtown Wichita.

Advanced voting at the election 
office will continue through Aug. 4. 
Satellite voting centers, including 
ones at Bel Aire City Hall and First 
United Methodist Church in Valley 
Center, will be open from noon to 7 
p.m. July 31 and Aug. 1 and from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. Aug. 2. On election 
day, Aug. 5, the polls will be open 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

After candidates are weeded out 
in the primary and the representa-
tives from each party emerge in 
local, state and national races, three 
months of intense campaigning 
will come to a head at the Nov. 4 
general election. 

Starting locally, the race for 
District 4 of the Sedgwick County 
Commission has two Republican 
candidates who will square off in 
the primary to face a Democratic 
challenger in November. 

In the primary, incumbent Rich-
ard Ranzau will face challenger 
Carolyn McGinn, who has served 
the area in Topeka as a state senator 
since 2004. McGinn previously 
served as a county commissioner 
from 1998 to 2004. 

Ranzau has served on the com-
mission since 2010. Either Ranzau 
or McGinn will face Democrat 
Melody McCray-Miller in Novem-
ber. McRay-Miller also served Dis-
trict 4 on the county commission 
from 1995 to 1998. McCray-Miller 
does not have a challenger in the 
Aug. 5 primary.

At the state level, there isn’t 
likely going to be much of a change 
in local representation, at least not 
through the Aug. 5 primary. Valley 
Center Republican Steve Huebert is 
running unopposed to represent the 
90th District in the Kansas House. 

Barring voters’ preference for a 
write-in candidate or an unaffiliat-
ed candidate, Huebert will win his 
eighth two-year term to represent 
his district that includes most of 
Valley Center, all of Andale, Bent-
ley and Colwich and parts of Park 
City, Wichita and Sedgwick. 

Huebert has represented District 

90 since 2001. 
In the race for Kansas House 

District 85, Republican incumbent 
Steve Brunk doesn’t have a chal-
lenger in the Aug. 5 primary, but 
will face Democrat Patrick Thorne 
in the November general election. 
Brunk has served the district that 
includes all of Benton and parts of 
Bel Aire, Kechi and Wichita since 
2003. 

In House District 91, which in-
cludes parts of Kechi, Maize, Park 
City, Valley Center and Wichita, 

Voting in primary elections underway

Feds 
block
casino
Politics involved, city says

See CASINO, Page 4

See ELECTION, Page 2

City anticipates no new taxes for 2015 budget



incumbent Gene Suellentrop 
is being challenged by fellow 
Republican Eric Henderson 
in the Aug. 5 primary. 

No Democrat has filed 
to challenge for the seat in 
November. Suellentrop has 
represented House District 91 
since 2009. 

On the national stage, 
the Aug. 5 primary is head-
lined by the 4th Congres-
sional District race between 

Republicans Mike Pompeo 
and challenger Todd Tiahrt. 
Pompeo, the incumbent, has 
served the Wichita area in 
Washington D.C. since 2010. 
Tiahrt filled Pompeo’s seat 
from 1995 to 2011. 

The seat was vacated when 
Tiahrt ran for U.S. Senate 
in 2010. He did not win the 
Senate seat and has spent the 
last few years working as a 
businessman in the private 
sector. 

Either Pompeo or Tiarht 
will face Democrat Perry 
Schuckman in November.

By The Post staff

Park City Pride and Park 
City Alive will host “Eye 
Deep in Hell: Trench War-
fare during World War I,” 
a presentation and discus-
sion by Larry Burke on at 7 
p.m. Aug. 9 at the Park City 
Public Library, 2107 E. 61st 
North. Members of the com-
munity are invited to attend 
the free program. 

Contact the library at 744-
6318 for more information. 
The program is made pos-
sible by the Kansas Humani-
ties Council.

Soldiers in the trenches of 
World War I suffered extreme 
temperatures, disease, and 
parasites in addition to the 
psychological stresses of 
war. This presentation will 
provide a background to the 
events leading to the war, and 
will examine the strategies 
and tactics of trench warfare 
along the Western Front.

Larry Burke is a historian, 
emeritus professor at Dodge 
City Community College and 
a Vietnam combat veteran. 
His research focuses on 
military history with special 
emphasis on Civil War and 

Reconstruction, Vietnam 
War, and World War II his-
tory.

“Advancements in mili-
tary technology, particularly 
machine guns and artillery, 
made the offensive tactics 
attempted by both sides early 
in World War I horrifically 
costly and obsolete,” said 
Burke. “This caused a stale-

mate on the Western Front 
resulting in trench warfare 
which imposed terrific physi-
cal and mental stress on the 
individual soldier ‘eye deep 
in hell.’”

“Eye Deep in Hell: Trench 
Warfare during World War I” 
is part of the Kansas Human-
ities Council’s Humanities 
Speakers Bureau.

Local restaurants 
in Food-4-Kids

Pizza Hut and Taco Bell are 
teaming up with the Kansas 
Food Bank’s Food-4-Kids Pro-
gram to help chronically hungry 
children.

Every Friday during the 
school year, the Kansas Food 
Bank provides backpacks of 
food for children who don’t 
get enough to eat at home on 
the weekends. From July 16th 
through August 12th, participat-
ing Pizza Hut and Taco Bell res-
taurants — including the Pizza 
Huts in Park City and Valley 
Center and the Taco Bell in Park 
City — will ask customers to 
donate $1, $3, and $5 to become 
a “Child Hunger Hero” and help 
fill backpacks for these children 
for the 2014-15 school year.

Currently, the Food-4-Kid’s 
Backpack Program is serving 
over 7,000 kids across Kan-
sas alone. In Valley Center 13 
children participate and in Park 
City 22 children are served by 
the program. 

Each backpack contains food 
the kids can just open and eat. 
For example, there may be pea-
nut butter, pudding cups, fruit 
cups, cereal, beef jerky, raisins, 
milk and a juice box in the 
backpack. Each food bag costs 
roughly $4.50 to make and lasts 
the child for the weekend.

— The Post staff

Officer stops 
possible fire

A Park City officer took 
quick action to keep a small fire 
from spreading at a residence 
in the 6400 block of North 
Ulysses. 

Shortly before 4 p.m. July 
19, Park City Officer Brandon 
Green responded to assist the 
Sedgwick County Fire Depart-
ment on a report of an appliance 
that was sparking inside the 
residence on Ulysses. 

Green arrived to see a small 
flame inside the oven. A Park 
City police report said Green 
found the breaker box in the 
home and turned off the power 
to the oven before the flame 
could spread. The report said 
two small children and one adult 
were inside the home when the 
emergency call was made. 

— Matt Heilman

Wichita Wild
franchise for sale

Fresh off its second consecu-
tive league championship, the 
Wichita Wild is for sale. On 
July 2, Jeremy Mock, gen-
eral manager for the team that 
played its home games at Park 
City’s Hartman Arena, prepared 

a news release announcing that 
the team has “initiated the pro-
cess of seeking a new owner-
ship group for the professional 
indoor football organization.”

The news release said that 
Wild owner Wink Hartman “has 
made the decision to focus his 
operations on other business 
interests.”

Hartman owned the team for 
eight seasons. The Wild played 
the first six of those years in the 
Indoor Professional Football 
League before transitioning to 
the Central Plains Indoor Foot-
ball League and winning two 
consecutive titles in 2013 and 
2014. This season, Paco Marti-
nez, a 2000 graduate of Valley 
Center High School, coached 
the Wild. 

Hartman also owned the 
new version of the Wichita 
Wings indoor soccer franchise 
that played for two seasons 
at Hartman Arena. The team 
folded last year when no buyers 
were found. 

The Wild closed its front 
office operations on July 11 
until new ownership is secured. 
The ownership has expressed 
confidence that a new owner 
will emerge and the Wild will 
continue to play at Hartman 
Arena. 

“The organization is confi-
dent and hopeful that the Wild 
will be sought out by a new 
ownership group and continue 
its success in the future,” Mock 
said in the July 2 news release.

— Matt Heilman

Renovation 
starts at Walmart

Six years after it opened, the 
North Meridian Walmart Super-
center, located just south of Val-
ley Center near 53rd North and 
Meridian, is getting a remodel. 

Delia Garcia, a spokeswom-
an for Walmart, confirmed that 
a $500,000 commercial building 
permit has been pulled for work 
that includes interior updates 
and minor exterior improve-
ments. 

Garcia said the work started 
in late June and will continue 
until about mid-August. She 
said work inside the store 
includes painting, updates to 
displays, product expansion, a 
reintroduction to the store’s fab-
rics department and the addition 
of self-checkouts. 

The exterior work includes 
painting the outside of the store. 

“This is an opportunity for 
us to refresh the store,” Garcia 
said. 

Garcia said the remodeling 
work is not expected to interfere 
with the store’s regular opera-
tion. 

The North Meridian Walmart 
Supercenter is open around the 
clock.

— Matt Heilman

To advertise here, call 755-0821

ATTORNEYS

Thomas D. Harris
Attorney at Law
300 W. Main
Valley Center

9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Mon.-Fri.

755-2707

7:30 am-6 pm M-F
8 am-noon Sat.

Daniel Thompson, 
D.V.M.

Cindy Payne-
Robertson, D.V.M.

Lori Mitchell, D.V.M.
Kelly Martin, D.V.M.

744-0501
1726 E. 61st North, Park City

Chisholm Trail
Animal

Hospital, P.A.

BUSINESS & SERVICE GUIDE

D&D Plumbing Inc.
Box 243 Valley Center

Lic. #1464

755-1277

• Sewer cleaning
• Water service lines

• Service & repair
• Well service

Bryan’s
Heating & Air
Conditioning

755-2447
Sales • Service

Installation

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

VETERINARIANS

PLUMBINGINSURANCE

INVESTMENTS

FUNERAL HOMES

HEATING & COOLING

Al Taylor, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
309 East Kechi Road
Kechi, KS 67067
316-744-6222

Member SIPC
al.taylor@edwardjones.com

1240 S. Meridian, Valley Center
ASE - PPG 
CERTIFIED

Guaranteed Collision Repair
112 Years

Combined Experience           755-4400
Member Better Business Bureau
PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY!

CROSS
AUTO BODY LLC

BRIAN’S
BODY SHOP INC.

Quality Auto Body
Repair & Painting

INSURANCE CLAIMS
Written warranty on all repairs
1150 S. Meridian, Valley Center

755-2237

MEDICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL
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HIGHLIGHTS

Drs. Todd and 
Giannetti, P.A.

Optometrists
301 E. Main, Valley Center

Mon 8:30-12,1-7 • Tu 9-12, 1-5
W-Th 8:30-12,1-5 • Fri 9-12

Phone 755-0491

HEATING & COOLING

Baker
Funeral Home

A Name You Can Trust
100 S. Cedar • Valley Center

755-2731
Professional Service with

Dignity, Caring & Affordability
B&R Radiator Inc.

1015 W. 53rd N.

838-8497
A Good Place

To Take A Leak!

F A R M E R S®

WILLI J. RICHERT
AGENCY

1900 N. Amidon, Suite 216
Wichita 67203 • 838-1486

AUTO HOME LIFE COMMERCIAL

By The Post staff

Seemingly almost as 
soon as it began, the end of 
summer vacation is near. 
This month, students across 
the area will return to the 
routine of waking up early 
and spending time with their 
teachers. 

In the Wichita school dis-
trict, sixth-grade students and 
high school freshman will 
attend an Aug. 11 orientation 
day with Aug. 12 marking the 
first day of school for every 
other student in the district. 

In the Valley Center school 
district, the first day of school 
for every new student, plus 

first-through fourth-grade 
students, fifth-graders, sev-
enth-graders and high school 
freshmen is Aug. 14. The 
first day of school for sixth-
graders, eighth-graders and 
sophomores through seniors 
in high school is Aug. 15. The 
first day of school for kinder-
gartners is Aug. 19. 

At Bel Aire’s Sunrise 
Christian Academy, junior 
and high school students 
go back to school on Aug. 
14, followed by elementary 
school students on Aug. 15.

Students at Bel Aire’s 
Resurrection Catholic School 
return to the classroom on 
Aug. 13.

MASSAGE

DENTIST
Tom Troilo, DDS, PA

201 W. Main
755-1203

10% Senior
Citizen Courtesy

Summer vacation ending for area students 

To advertise
here, 
call 

755-0821

Presentation explores World War I trench warfare

ADVERTISE 

HERE

Continued from Page 1

Election

Massage Therapist
Steve Willms

M-F 10-6 pm, Sat. 10-3 pm

By appointment only
316-393-0652
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THE PARK CITY REPORT
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

PC = Pride Center, SC = Senor 
Center, CB = Comm. Bldg, 
CH = City Hall, PCL = Park City 
Library

Aug. 2 — 7:00 PM Senior Dance 
SC
Aug. 3 — 7:00 PM PCYP Board 
CB
Aug. 4 — 7:00 PM Park Board 
CH
Aug. 6 — 10:30 AM Seniors 
Catered Lunch CH
Aug. 7 — 6:30 PM Court CH
Aug. 9 — 9:00 AM Pride PC
Aug. 9 — 7:00 PM Senior Dance 
SC
Aug. 12 — 7:00 PM Council CH
Aug. 14 — 1:00 PM Court Trials 
CH
Aug. 14 — 6:30 PM Court CH
Aug. 14 — 7:00 PM Library 

Board CH
Aug. 16 — 7:00 PM Park City 
Alive! PCL
Aug. 18 — 7:00 PM Planning/
BZA CH
Aug. 21 — 5:30 PM Seniors 
Finger Food
Aug. 21 — 6:30 PM Court CH
Aug. 23 — 7:00 PM Senior 
Dance SC
Aug. 23 — Movies In the park at 
sundown
Aug. 26 — 7:00 PM Council CH
Aug. 27 — 11:30 AM Chamber 
Luncheon
Aug. 28 — 1:00 PM Court Trials 
CH
Aug. 28 — 4:30 PM CCUA Bel 
Aire CH
Aug. 28 — 6:30 PM Court CH
Aug. 28 — 7:00 PM Seniors 
Square Dance SC

AUTOMATED PHONE SYSTEM AT CITY HALL
City Hall now has an automated phone system.  When you call 

you will be asked to make a selection from the menu and will 
be connected to a specific department. The Police Department 

and the Court have a direct number that may be called from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  A list of extensions/numbers is provided 

below for your convenience. 
Please do not leave messages for payments in case of busy days 

when calls cannot be returned promptly. 

 203
 215
 204
 214
 206
 202
 209
 208
 207
 201
 213
 225
 205
 210
 216
 744-2011
 744-6417

City Administrator
Assistant City Administrator/HR
Finance Dr./ City Clerk
City Attorney
Mayor
Accounts Payable
Payroll
Building Permits
Utility Billing
Utility Billing
Inspections
Code Enforcement
Code Enforcement
Court Clerk
Asst. Court Clerk
Police
Court

The City of Park City offers e-mail utility bills. If you would like to have your bills 
e-mailed instead of receiving a card in the 

regular mail just complete this form and return it to City Hall.  
You may also sign up on our website www.parkcityks.com.

Name as it appears on bill:_______________________________
Service Address:_______________________________________
Account Number:_______________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________________
E-mail Address:________________________________________

CITY OF PARK CITY COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Monday
9:15 a.m. exercise
10:15 Bible study (except first 
Monday)
1:00 p.m. crochet/art class
7:00 Pitch

Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Wii Bowling
10:00 Chair exercise
1:00 Bridge lessons
6:00 TOPS every Tuesday 

Wednesday
Nail care with Brenda Ingram 
second Wednesday
9:15 a.m. Exercise
1:00 p.m. Walking
2:30 Line dance lessons

Thursday
8:30 a.m. Wii Bowling
10:00 Chair exercise
7:00 p.m. Square Dance (except  
third Thursday)

Friday
9: 15 Exercise
1:00 Pinochle

Saturday 
1:00 PM Pinochle

Lunch offered by Good Neighbor 
Nutrition, Monday through Friday, 
11:30 am. Reservations Required,
Call 744-0751. Homebound deliv-
ery Monday through Friday.

TOPS 
Take Pounds Off Sensibly meets 
Tuesday evenings at 6:00 PM. For 

more information on joining con-
tact GiGi Roths at 390-5531.

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Aug. 4 - 10:30 am
Board meeting
Aug. 5 - Senior Center CLOSED. Election 
Day
Aug. 6 - 10:30 am
Chisholm Trail Seniors Catered Lunch 
and meeting (lunch by reservation)
Program by Go Wichita Visitor’s Bureau
Aug. 13 – 11:30 am
Identity Theft with Detective Wilkes
Aug. 15 – 6:00 pm
Food/Fun/Games
Aug. 19 – 8 am
Breakfast at Auntie C’s
Aug. 20 – 11:30 am
Thyroid Information with Hart Pharmacy
Aug. 21  
1 PM - Card bingo — fee $1
5:30 PM - Finger Food
Aug. 27 – 10:15 am
Rite Bite Series- “Ways to sweeten 
without sugar”

SENIOR DANCES
$4 donation at the door
Refreshments served

Saturdays
Aug. 2, 7:00 PM
Yesterday’s Playboys

Aug. 16, 7:00 PM
The Wildwood Band

Aug. 30, 7:00 PM
The Wildwood Band

 
For more Information on 
senior activities contact Jen-
nie Benitez, Park City Senior 
Center Director at 744-1199.

SENIOR CALENDAR

City Council Meeting June 24, 2014 
•   Approved the minutes of the May 13, 2014 
regular meeting.
•   Approved the minutes of the June 10, 2014 
regular meeting.
•   Approved City Appropriations 795-2014 and 
addendum. 
•   Heard a presentation of the 2013 Annual Finan-
cial Audit Report by Ben Wilson of Adams, Brown, 
Beran & Ball. 
•   Approved the purchase of a mower at a price not 
to exceed $5,400 for the BMX track.
•   Approved the South Central Kansas (Homeland 
Security Region G) Multi-Hazard, Multi-Jurisdic-
tional Mitigation Plan.  
•   Appointed Dee Stuart to the Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Board/Tree Board for a term ending 
May 31, 2015.
•   Took no action regarding the appointment of 
Council Members to serve as liaisons to boards and 

committees.  
•   Did not approve an amendment allowing pot-bel-
lied pigs to be kept in the City
•   Passed an ordinance relating to the licensing of 
drinking establishments to align the City’s licensing 
requirements with those of the State.
•   Extended the home buyer’s incentive program 
through December 31, 2014.
•   Approved a partnership with the City of Wichita 
in their Water Conservation Rebate Program until 
March 31, 2015. 

City Council Meeting July 8, 2014
•   Approved the minutes of June 24, 2014 Regular 
Meeting.
•   Approved City Appropriations 796-2014.
•   Approved the expenditure of Transient Guest Tax 
Funds as recommended by the Convention and Tour-
ism Board: 
   o   Membership in the Greater Wichita Area Sports 

Commission, $5,000 
   o   Sponsorship of the Park City Chill, February 27 
– March 2, 2015, $9,550 
   o   Sponsorship of the WSU Shocker Fall Classic 
Tournament September 6-7, 2014, $10,000
•   Did not approve a proposal from SBA Commu-
nications to amend the current ground lease (tower 
property at 6475 W. Parkview). 
•   Accepted the low bid for rock from Fremar 
($14,504.30) if it is determined that the City is going to 
repair the roads to the water wells.   
•   Received and filed a first draft of 2015 budget with 
no changes.  
•   Ratified an agreement between North End Auto 
Service and the City regarding storage fees for for-
feited vehicles.

Questions about the meetings may be addressed to 
Terry Coltrain, Finance Director, at 316-744-2026 x204 
or cityclerk@parkcityks.com.

East of I-135 
TUESDAYS –5th & 
19th 

West of I-135 
Wednesday – 6th 
& 20th

(Place 
recyclables at 
curb by 6 a.m.)

GET YOUR 
RECYCLING 
CART – CALL 
CITY HALL 
TODAY

RECYCLING DAYS IN PARK CITY 

For a complete schedule of all daily/weekly activities & programs, call Jennie 
Benitez at 744-1199.

744-2026           City Hall
Please make sure that when you pay your utility bills with a check that you write the account number on the check.  The account number can be 
found on your statement.  This will be helpful and ensure that the check is credited to the correct account. 
 Also, if you place the payment in the drop box that is located in the parking lot at City Hall, please put your payment and the statement stub in 
an envelope so that they stay together.  
Remember – no cash please.  As always, you can sign up for e statements and can pay on line. 

AUTOMATIC PAYMENT OF UTILITY BILLINGS
Enroll now for automatic payment of water and sewer bills.  Once enrolled, a billing will continue to be mailed to you that shows the amount 
that will be automatically deducted from your bank account.  If you would like to enroll in this plan, just come by City Hall and complete the 
authorization form or call the water clerk at 744-2026 ext 207.

Conserve 
water

It’s hot!  As the temperature 
rises, so does the demand for 
water.  The increased demand 
puts a great deal of pressure 
on the pumps at the water 
plant.  Conserve water.  Please 
water lawns between sun 
down and sun up. 

City Strives 
to Improve 

Communication 
with Citizens

The City is always looking for 
better ways to communicate with 
you.  You can find information on 
the electronic signs, the Park City 
website, Twitter @ parkcityks and  
Facebook.  Remember to LIKE 
Park City on Facebook.  Coming 
soon the City will launch a Mobile 
app!  

The water and sewer billing 
received around the first 
of August will reflect an 
“Excessive Use Charge” for 
residential customers who used 
over 15,000 gallons during a 
billing cycle. This period began 
with the usage from June 
15th and will extend through 
October 15th. The Excessive 
Use Charge for Commercial 
Customers is calculated on a 
different basis.  

A garden hose left on can pour 
out 1,000 gallons of water 
or more in only a few hours. 
Remember that when you leave 
the sprinkler running all day 
or leave the hose unattended, 
thousands of gallons can be 
used in a very short time. A 
toilet flush uses up to seven 
gallons, water taps run at about 
five gallons a minute while 
waiting for the water to get hot 
or cold, showers use five to 
ten gallons a minute, and leaks 
can soak up hundreds or even 
thousands of gallons a day.

WATER EXCESS 
USE CHARGE

Keep the ditches clean!
Please make sure your ditches are clean and free of de-

bris.  This is important for the free flow of water and so that 
the ditches can be maintained.  Do not throw yard clippings, 
brush, trash or other debris into the ditches.  Homeowners are 
responsible to mow some of the ditches; the City is responsible 
to mow dedicated ditches.   City crews are not able to mow or 
work along ditches if they are full of debris.   If you have ques-
tions regarding your responsibilities for maintenance of a ditch, 
or to report illegal dumping in a ditch, call the Department of 
Code Enforcement at 744-2026 ext. 225.  

Following is the ordinance regarding illegal dumping of 
substances into ditches:

Municipal Ordinance Number 761-2006, Section 4 General 
Prohibitions and requirements, Section C, No person shall 
dump, spill, leak, pump, emit, empty, discharge leach, dispose 
or otherwise, introduce or cause, allow or permit to be intro-
duced the following substances into the MS4 (Municipal Sepa-
rate Storm Sewer System): Any petroleum product or waste, 
industrial waste, hazardous waste, domestic sewage or septic 
tank waste, grease trap or grit trap waste, garbage, rubbish, or 
yard waste to include grass clippings or tree limbs, mortar or 
cement mix’s, detergents or swimming pool water, etc.  Penal-
ties include a $1000 fine per day/per violation and/or jail time of 
up to one year per violation in a county jail.

Are you 
interested in 

Public Service?
The City of Park City has a number 
of Boards and Committees that are 
made up of concerned citizens.   
Applications are always accepted 
and maintained for future openings.  
Currently, there is an opening on 
the Convention and Tourism Board. 
Please complete and submit an 
application if you are interested 
in serving.  Application forms are 
available at City Hall or on the 
website at www.parkcityks.com. 

Mosquitoes are annoying but they 
can also cause serious health 
problems like the spread of West 
Nile Virus. Standing water is a 
breeding ground for mosquitoes.  
Make sure when it rains to eliminate 
any water that has not drained from 
pots, gutters, tires, tarps, wagons 
wheelbarrows – anything that holds 
water.  Change the water in wading 
pools, pet dishes and bird baths 
several times a week.

Fight the Spread of  
West Nile Virus

Eliminate Standing 
Water

2014 Park City Fall Co-ed Softball
SEASON DATES: 
24 AUGUST 2014 - 28 
SEPTEMBER 2014
REGISTRATION OPEN THRU 15 
AUGUST 2014
COST: $350.00 PER TEAM
10 PLAYER MINIMUM (5 MALE/5 
FEMALE)
To register a team, visit the PCYP 
website at: http://www.eteamz.
com/pcyp/handouts/#2367635 
Print and complete the 2014 Park 
City Fall Softball form and mail it to 
the below address. 
PCYP/Co-ed 
c/o Jeff Hardwick Jr.
P.O. Box 104 
Kechi, Kansas 67067

POC: JEFF HARDWICK JR.
EMAIL: parkcityyouthprogram@yahoo.com

Park City Alive!  Presents: Eye Deep in 
Hell: Trench Warfare during World War I
With Larry Burke
Saturday, August 9, 2014
7:00 PM
Park City Public Library
2107 E. 61st Street North
Park City KS 67219
Sponsored by Park City Public 
Library
 
Soldiers in the trenches of 
World War I suffered extreme 
temperatures, disease, and 
parasites in addition to the 
psychological stresses of war. 
This presentation explores events 
leading to the outbreak of war, 
and will examine the strategies 
and tactics of trench warfare with 
special emphasis on the individuals 
who fought the war along the 
Western Front. How did the soldiers 

cope with the immense stress of 
the trenches? How did they find 
the courage to go “over the top” 
into the maelstrom of no man’s 
land? Many WWI trench warfare 
soldiers suffered from “shell shock,” 
a combat stress reaction similar 
to today’s post-traumatic stress 
disorder. How do the stresses of 
WWI relate to soldiers today?
Larry Burke is a historian, emeritus 
professor at Dodge City Community 
College, and a Vietnam combat 
veteran. His research focuses 
on military history with special 
emphasis on Civil War and 
Reconstruction, Vietnam War, and 
World War II history. He earned an 
MA in History from Fort Hays State 
University. Larry joined the KHC 
Speakers Bureau in 2014.

In an effort to promote 
water conservation Park 
City is partnering with the 
City of Wichita in a Water 
Conservation Rebate 
Program.  Rebates applied 
to water bills of up to $100 
are being offered when a 
qualified low flow toilet, high 
efficiency dishwasher, high 
efficiency clothes washer 
or smart irrigation controller 
is purchased and installed.  
Rebates may be applied to 
the water bill of up to $75 
for eligible rain barrels.  

The rebates are for 
qualifying devices or 
appliances purchased 
between January 1, 2014 
and December 31, 2014.  
The rebates will be offered 
on a first-come, first-
served basis. Rebates are 
available only to single-
family, owner occupied 
residences and there is a 
limit of five rebated items 
per household.  For more 
information, see the Park 
City website at www.
parkcityks.com. 

Last Chance this 
summer for a Movie 

under the Stars!
Thanks to Park City Pride for sponsoring 
Movies in the Park.  Mark your calendars 
for the fourth Saturday of the month and 
come to Hap McLean Park where you can 
enjoy a movie under the stars.   The movie, 
popcorn, and lemonade are free.  Make 
sure to bring any other snacks, a chair or 
blanket to sit on, and be prepared to have 
a great time.
The last movie for the summer is:
         August 23 Frozen
Movie is scheduled to start at Sundown, 
west side of tennis court

Water 
Conservation 

Rebate 
Program 



The cooler weather in July 
spoiled us, but August will 
have some hot days. I’m sure 
it’s hard to believe school has 
started. When I was in school 
we always started after Labor 
Day — there was no air condi-
tioning so maybe that was the 
reason.

Many of our churches in 
Park City have had Bible 

school in July and some 
will be in this month. Young 
children enjoy Bible school. 
The word of God is presented 
and usually there are crafts 
and refreshments. It’s good for 
your kids.

We enjoyed one of the best 
4th of July’s we’ve had in our 
city. The parade and all the   
events went so well. Thanks 

to everyone who helped and 
were involved.

The movie “Frozen” will be 
shown in Mclean Park on the 
4th Saturday of August. There 
is free popcorn and lemonade. 
Come up with your children 
and enjoy the show, it’s a good 
one.

We’re all wondering when 
development will begin on 
53rd Street. I was thinking 
the golf course could have 

stayed open a little longer. 
Maybe construction will start 
soon. Gas prices have gone 
down some and sure hope it 
keeps going down. There is a 
new BBQ place to open soon 
on 61st Street. I’ll be anx-
ious to try it out. Please have 
a great August, and forget 
about the dog days of sum-
mer.
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Around 
Park City
By Cecile Cox

August will be hot in Park City

We don’t see street 
maintenance as a luxury. 
It’s a basic necessity and 
as such, it bothers us that 
the property tax and fuel 
tax dollars we already pay 
don’t seem to be enough to 
upkeep the streets in our 
communities.

Last week, the cities 
of Valley Center and Bel 
Aire discussed the option 
to implement a 1-cent sales 
tax over a 10-year period to 
fund street repairs. 

We appreciate when 
cities do what they can to 
avoid property tax in-
creases, but we oppose the 
idea of enacting a sales tax 
to pay for street improve-
ments. 

Both cities would like to 
place the question on the 
November election ballot. 
Citizens of each commu-
nity would get the final say 
on whether a sales tax is 
actually enacted, but it’s a 
shame that the voice of the 
people wasn’t loud enough 
to keep streets maintained 
all along. 

We’re not pointing 
fingers at the current 
administrations. Unfortu-
nately, for too long, street 
maintenance has taken a 
backseat to other com-
munity projects that were 
placed as higher priorities. 
The blame can be spread 
around.

We’ve allowed city 
government to put us in 
this position. For decades, 
we’ve allowed cities to 
spend money on things 
deemed more important 
than road improvements. 
Now, we’re in a pickle 
because cities didn’t priori-
tize streets.

When it comes to city 
budgets, street funding 
should come off the top 
and not the bottom. 

To the credit of both 
communities, Bel Aire and 
Valley Center have been 
frugal with their recent 
budgets and have started to 
address some of the biggest 
problem areas with their 
streets. Bel Aire especially 
deserves credit for taking 
measures to get its budget 
to a point where the city 
can afford to make some 
much-needed improve-
ments. 

As far as infrastructure 
goes, streets, water and 
sewer are fundamental 
services each city should 
provide its residents.

Streets are more impor-
tant than sidewalks and 
parks (although they all 
serve valuable purposes in 
our communities). 

Cities’ special street and 
highway funds should be 
subsidized by the property 
tax-supported general fund. 
But for too long, cities 
have trimmed additional 
funding for streets in an 
effort to keep up with the 
rising costs in other areas. 

To be fair, Valley Center 
and Bel Aire aren’t the 
only culprits. 

We’d be more inclined 
to support a sales tax for 
streets if there was a mea-
sure of property tax relief. 
Unfortunately, we’re not 
going to see that. 

And while we’re thank-
ful the public will have the 
final say on whether a sales 
tax is enacted, we believe 
we already pay enough 
to take care of our roads. 
Street maintenance isn’t a 
luxury.

— The Park City Post

Basic need 
shouldn’t
require a
special tax

Whitson said the Wyandotte 
purchased the Park City prop-
erty for $25,000 before spend-
ing the remaining $75,000 in 
the settlement, plus interest on 
its Kansas City land. 

He said he found it ironic 
that the Department of the 
Interior defended the tribe in 
its efforts to build its gaming 
hall in Kansas City and has 
now turned around to block the 

plans in Park City. 
“There’s something politi-

cal involved in this,” Whitson 
said. “The Kansas City casino 
was purchased with the same 
money we got. Ours was pur-
chased first.”

He said the Department of 
the Interior’s ruling still has to 
go before a judge.

“It’s not a done deal,” Whit-
son said.  

In 2013, a U.S. District 
Court judge ordered the Depart-
ment of the Interior to provide 
status reports on its processing 
of the Wyandotte’s trust ap-

plication for the Park City land 
every 90 days, or quarterly.

April 14 marked the one-
year deadline on that ruling. 
The ruling was made after the 
Wyandotte Nation sued the 
Department of the Interior in 
July 2011, arguing the depart-
ment had intentionally delayed 
processing the application that 
had been pending in the depart-
ment since January 2009.

Whitson said the state’s 
opposition to the tribal casino 
was to block it from competing 
with the state-owned Kansas 
Star Casino near Mulvane. 

If the trust application were 
approved, the tribal casino in 
Park City would cost between 
$20 million and $30 million 
and would include 1,000 to 
1,200 slot machines and a small 
restaurant. 

Although a tribal casino 
would be tax exempt, Whitson 
said the facility would create 
at least 1,500 jobs and pump 
millions of dollars into the local 
economy. 

“This is not just a Park City 
deal,” he said. “Yea, it’s in Park 
City, but its ramifications are 
countywide. Not everyone who 

would work there would come 
from Park City.”

In April, Friend said the Wy-
andotte Nation would respond 
if the trust application were 
denied. He did not specify what 
that response would be. On July 
8, Wyandotte Second Chief 
Norman Hildebrand said the 
tribe is likely to legally appeal 
the decision and send it back to 
federal courts. For now, that’s 
about all they can do, he said.

“We just kind of have to 
weigh in our options,” Hildeb-
rand said. “It’s far from over 
yet.”

Continued from Page 1
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to do, but he says he’s come a 
long way since he finally sought 
the help he needed. 

On the afternoon of April 
25, Tharp wasn’t having a good 
day. He faced anxiety as he tried 
to get in touch with doctors to 
set up appointments to get the 
paperwork he needed for his re-
tirement from the military. The 
mandatory medical retirement 
is concluding a near-30-year 
military career for Tharp. 

Tharp was prescribed medi-
cine to help him cope with his 
back injury and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. He admits he 
sometimes used alcohol to help 
his pain. 

He believes the combination 
of prescription medication and 
alcohol led to a breakdown that 
created pandemonium in his 
neighborhood. 

Following a report of shots 
fired at Tharp’s home on April 
25, the response from area 
law enforcement included the 
Wichita Police Department’s 
Swat Team. Police said Tharp 
fired three shots inside his 
home, one into the ceiling and 
two into a door. He never fired 
at anyone, police said.

Tharp’s wife, Mary said her 
husband was the only one inside 
the home when the shots were 
fired. Officers from nearby 
agencies blocked off streets as 
the SWAT team approached 

Tharp’s home. Television news 
crews set up cameras a couple 
of blocks away. 

In the end, the sight of 
the SWAT team’s large blue 
armored vehicle and the pres-
ence of local TV news people 
provided more talking points 
than what actually occurred in 
Tharp’s home. A near four-hour 
standoff ended peacefully and 
nobody was injured. 

Tharp was taken into 
custody without a struggle. He 
says he doesn’t remember much 
about the loss of control and 
the standoff that ensued other 
than that he was “under a lot of 
stress.” Without knowing him 
personally or knowing what 
was going though his mind, 
Tharp said he understands the 
police response that some have 
described as “overkill.”

“I don’t fault the police,” he 
said. 

Tharp spent a week in the 
Sedgwick County Jail and two 
weeks at the Veteran’s Affairs 
hospital in Topeka before being 
admitted to a treatment facility 
in Kansas City, Mo. In Kansas 
City, he was treated through the 
Stress Trauma and Addictions 
Recovery (STAR) program. 
Tharp spent 28 days as a patient 
at the facility where he received 
the treatment and counseling 
that he said was long over due. 

He said the coping skills 
he developed in the STAR 
program and the support he’s 
received from his wife of 30 
years, two grown children and 

two grandchildren had him 
prepared to stay home for the 
Fourth of July this year. With an 
understanding of what he’s been 
through, Tharp said his neigh-
bors have also been supportive 
with kind words following the 
April 25 incident. 

Tharp’s daughter, Elizabeth, 
who was never deployed, but 
spent four years serving in the 
National Guard, has been one of 
her father’s biggest supporters. 
In the days following the April 
25 standoff, she was angry with 
local media outlets for making 
him seem like a villain without 
knowing his story. 

Tharp said he hasn’t shared 
much about what he expe-
rienced overseas during his 
deployments, not even with his 
wife and children. But on June 
30, he reflected on some of the 
struggles he and fellow soldiers 
endured.

Serving in the Kansas Na-
tional Guard’s 226th Engineer-
ing Company based in Augusta, 
Tharp was among the first 
group of soldiers deployed to 
Iraq at the start of Operation 
Enduring Freedom in February 
of 2003. 

The desert heat, heavy 
combat gear and lack of basic 
amenities immediately chal-
lenged the soldiers. 

“There was nothing,” Tharp 
said. “I mean absolutely noth-
ing. “We lived in fighting posi-
tions in a berm in the sand. “We 
didn’t even have an outhouse.” 

As a combat engineer, Tharp 

and fellow soldiers from the 
226th Engineering Company 
had a wide range of responsi-
bilities they had to carry out in 
hostile territory. 

Their work was complicated 
by an enemy that didn’t identify 
itself with a uniform. Tharp’s 
first deployment lasted about 
six months. The deployment 
was preceded by three months 
of training at Fort Riley. 

In Iraq, soldiers wore their 
gear 24-7. Tharp said he injured 
his back when he was thrown 
three or four feet on a bumpy 
ride aboard a large military 
vehicle. 

When Tharp came home 
from his first deployment, he 
said his family had adjusted to 
get along without him while 
he was gone and the change 
proved difficult for him to 
handle. 

He felt disconnected and out 
of place. 

“It was like coming home 
and living in a cartoon,” he said. 

Tharp went on to serve a 
second tour in Iraq in 2005. 

He said the aftermath from 
deployments is too much for 
some soldiers to take, with guilt 
and despair making the return to 
civilian life difficult. Tharp said 
he knew six fellow soldiers who 
committed suicide. 

In taking on a mentor role 
with younger soldiers, Tharp 
has tried to help them cope.  It’s 
a challenge, he said because 
soldiers aren’t usually willing to 
admit there’s a problem.

Besides the issue of pride, he 
said admitting problems could 
delay soldiers’ homecomings. 

“You want to be home so 
bad, you won’t admit what’s 
wrong,” Tharp said. “You won’t 
admit you have behavioral 
health or physical problems.” 

He said he believes he would 
be farther along and the April 
25 incident would never have 
happened had he sought help 
sooner to confront his post-trau-
matic stress disorder. 

“I think sometimes we need 
to quit being a hero and be 
willing to expose ourselves,” 
he said. 

Tharp had a court date 
scheduled toward the end of 
July. Leading up to his next day 
in court, he said he was willing 
to serve out whatever sentence 
the judge handed down. 

And when he’s able to move 
past his legal obligations, he 
said he’d like to continue serv-
ing the military on a volunteer 
basis, helping fellow soldiers 
with post-traumatic stress disor-
der. One option he said he’d like 
to consider is training service 
dogs to assist the soldiers when 
they return home. 

To get through each day, 
Tharp said he focuses on words 
of wisdom from Lt. Col. Dana 
Duggins, the commander of 
Kansas’ 287th Special Troops 
Battalion:

“The Taliban didn’t win 
when you were deployed. Don’t 
let them win now that you’re 
home.” 

Continued from Page 1
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Christ Lutheran Church
Christ Lutheran is located at 53rd 

Street North and Hillside, across from 
Wichita Heights High School. Summer 
services from Memorial to Labor Day 
weekends are at 9:00 (Contemporary) 
and 10:30 (Traditional). Communion 
is offered at all services. For more 
information about the church and its ac-
tivities find the church online at www.
christ-lutheran.org., or call 744-1242.  
Pastor Chad Langdon is the minister of 
Christ Lutheran Church.  

Church of the Resurrection
(Roman Catholic) is located at 4910 

N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire. 
Masses for the Lord’s Day are 5:30 

p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
Sunday. Weekday Masses are 8 a.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day; also at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday. 

Resurrection Catholic School has 
students from preschool through eighth 
grade. 

The parish/school website is www.
resurrectionwichita.com. Phone number 
is 744-2776. Rev. James F. Weldon is 
the pastor.

Gospel Assembly Church
Located at 4230 N. Oliver in Bel 

Aire, service times are 10 a.m. and 6 
p.m. Sunday. Prayer service is 7 p.m. 
Tuesday. Praise and worship is 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday. The first Saturday 
evening of each month are youth activi-
ties.

Phone number is 744-1502. Rev. 
Gary D. Green is the pastor. 

Greenwich United Methodist Church
Sunday worship service at 9 a.m. 

Fellowship and coffee follow the 
service.

Pastor Jeff Miller can be reached at 
744-0203. 

Senior Day first Tuesday of each 
month at 10 a.m.

United Methodist Women meet the 
first Thursday of each month at 1 p.m.

Movie night is the second Saturday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m. A snack is 
served.

The church is located about a mile 
south of K-254 on Greenwich Road. 
The phone number is 744-0203.

Kechi United Methodist Church
You are welcome at Kechi United 

Methodist Church, 4533 E. 61st North 
in Kechi. The Contemporary Service is 
at 9:03 a.m.; the Traditional Service is 
at 11:00 a.m on Sundays..

Pastor Mitch Reece will begin a 
new preaching series on Aug. 3 titled 
“World Religions.” More and more 
Christians are encountering people of 
different faiths. We will be comparing 
world religions with the teachings of 
Christianity so that we can be better 
prepared to discuss the Good News of 
Jesus!

The Kechi UMC Rummage Sale 
will be held Aug. 7-9, from 9:00 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. in the KUMC Fellowship 
Hall. Proceeds go to support various 
mission projects.

CareGivers Support Group for adult 
caregivers meets every first Monday of 
the month at 7:00 p.m. in the basement 
parlor. Bingo is every first Wednes-
day of the month at 3:00 p.m. Every 
3rd Tuesday a Hot Meal is prepared 
at KUMC and served to the United 
Methodist Open Door Ministries Drop-
In Center at 10:00 a.m. Volunteers 
welcome!

Find us at www.KechiUMC.org. 
Follow us on Facebook. Pastor Mitch 
can be contacted at Mitch@kechiumc.
org. Phone number is 744-1221.

The United Methodist Church at 
Park City

The church is located at 1510 E. 
61st North and has worship every 
Sunday at 9 and 11 a.m., and July 27 at 
6 p.m. Professionally staffed childcare 
and children’s ministries are provided 
and a mother/baby room is also avail-
able. 

Every week we have small groups 
and special events, with Summer 
“Small Y’All” Groups forming now.

Monday — Men’s Coffee is at 6:30 
a.m. at Cracker Barrel in Park City.

Zumba is back: Meet Jeni Jo, our 
new licensed Zumba instructor, on July 
6 during church, then join her every 
Monday night beginning July 7 from 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. for fun fitness. 

ASL for Kids - Beginner level class 
is at 6:30 and Deaf Bible Study is at 7 
p.m., contact Angie at 316-217-2847.

Tuesday — Celebrate Recovery is 
at 6:30 p.m., contact David at 316-841-
0777 or Maureen at 316-990-4501.

Wednesday — Forgotten God is at 
6:30 p.m. starting June 11, contact Toby 

at 316-204-0450 and Charity at 316-
204-4411 for location and information.

Thursday — Every Man a Warrior 
is from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., from May 29 
through July 24. Contact Brian at 316-
644-6850 for location and information.

Chronological Bible Study is at 
6:45 p.m. on the second Thursday of 
each month, meeting in the church 
nursery. Contact Kristena at 316-706-
6590.

Yoga is at 5:30 p.m. in the church 
youth room. This class is for beginners 
or more advanced — Sam will guide 
you no matter what your skill level 
is. Bring a friend, you won’t be sorry. 
Contact Sam at 810-833-6709.

Women’s Bible Study “?’s Women 
Ask,” is from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the 
Church at Park City from June 19 
through Aug. 28. This group is perfect 
if you want something to do throughout 
the summer, but need to know it is ok if 
you can’t make it every week or will be 
out of town some days. We are cover-
ing a multitude of topics with brief 
weekly devotionals focusing on a topic, 
then changing the next week to focus 
on something new. Contact Sherry at 
316-744-0029 or 316-641-3259.

Friday — Love and Respect is at 
6:30 p.m. at the Church at Park City 
starting June 13, contact Maureen at 
316-990-4501.

Sunday — Morning Worship is at 9 
a.m. and 11 a.m.

Circle Maker is at 4:30 p.m. at 
the Church at Park City from June 8 
through July 13, contact Nick at 316-
880-5192 or Adan at 316-253-0619.

God Quest is at 4:30 p.m. at the 
Church at Park City, from July 20 
through Aug. 24, contact Nick at 316-
880-5192 or Adan at 316-253-0619.

Fitness/Bible Study is at 6 p.m. at 
the Church at Park City, starting June 8, 
contact Jerold at 316-213-1896.

SNL is at 6 p.m. on the last Sunday 
of the month until fall.

Special Events — June 28 the 
Ta-Da Ladies — also known as any 
lady who would like to come — are 
having their craft day from 10 a.m. 
through 4 p.m. July 14 - 18: Vacation 
Bible School time. This year’s theme 
is “Agency D3. Discover. Decide. De-
fend.” free Bible school, ages 4 through 
11 welcome, Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to noon. The kids will also have 
a program featuring the songs they 

learn throughout the week on July 20 
during church. The public is welcome 
to attend. Contact Park City Christian 
Preschool at 316-744-0030 for registra-
tion information.

All events and activities are open 
to the community. Feel free to contact 
Pastor Rob at 316-744-0029 with 
any questions about upcoming events 
and activities. Find the church on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/The-
ChurchAtParkCity), follow us on 
Twitter “@Churchparkcity”, or visit our 
website (www.churchatparkcity.com) 
for more information.

Randall Road Baptist Church
Randall Road Baptist is located at 

6556 N Randall, Park City.
Sunday School starts at 10 a.m. 

Worship is at 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening activities start at 

6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study begins at 

7 p.m.
Contact Pastor Jim McQuery at 201-
1696 or e-mail at jmcquery@cox.net.

Riverview 
Baptist Church

Located at 844 W. 53rd North. 
The church office can be reached at 
838-4861. The pastor study number is 
832-9060. 

The church’s website is www.wichi-
tariverviewbaptist.org.

Sunday schedule has Bible study 
at 9:30 a.m., morning worship at 10:45 
and evening worship at 6.

Fellowship meal is at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday. At 7 is adult Bible study 
and prayer and youth group (grades 
nine through 12).

Awana Clubs on Wednesdays from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

 Awana is for children age 4 (de-
pending on birth date) through eighth 
grade. Awana is a Bible club where 
students hear Bible stories, do scripture 
memorization, play games and fellow-
ship with other kids their age. Awana is 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays August 
through early May. Call the church of-
fice for more information.

St. Michael’s Orthodox Christian 
Church

Saint Michael’s Orthodox 
Christian Church is located at 2710 
E 61st Street Park City, KS 67219. It 

is a congregation of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America. “...the disciples were 
first called Christians at Antioch.” 
Acts 11:26.

On Sunday at 9 a.m. is our adult 
class, “Jesus: The Man, the Message 
and the Meaning” Service of Matins 
is at 9:45 a.m. followed by the Divine 
Liturgy (Mass) at 10 a.m. Nursery 
service is provided.

On Wednesday our service is at 6 
p.m. On Saturday Vespers is at 4:30 
p.m. and Confession at 5 p.m.

Men’s Study Group first and third 
Monday at 7 p.m. We are studying the 
Gospel of Luke.

Women’s Study Group second 
and fourth Friday at 10 a.m. We are 
studying the book, GOD’S PATH TO 
SANITY: Lessons from Ancient Holy 
Counselors on How to have a Sound 
Mind. Join us for spiritual nurture, 
fellowship, and refreshments.

Wednesday Potluck Supper and 
Program are on the first and third 
Wednesdays with Liturgy 6 p.m., 
Potluck Supper 6:45 p.m., Program 
7:30 p.m.

Aug. 6 the topic is The Transfigu-
ration in Orthodox Theology and Wor-
ship. On Aug. 20 our topic is Mary: 
Mother of God and Our Mother

Fasting during August: From Aug. 
1 – 14 we will observe the Dormition 
Fast by fasting and abstaining from 
meat and meat products on all days 
in preparation for the Feast of the 
Dormition Aug. 15. On Aug. 22 and 
29 we keep the discipline of fasting 
and abstinence.

Call the church for more informa-
tion 734-6248 or visit our website: 
www.stmichaeloc.org. Email inqui-
ries: jflora@cox.net.

Wichita Three Angels Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church 

The church is located at 4558 N. 
Hydraulic Wichita, KS 67219.

The pastor is Nathan Stearman. 
The Sabbath school is at 9:30 a.m. 
Worship service is at 11 a.m.

For more information find us at 
www.godscloset.com or on Facebook, 
email eric@godscloset.com, or call 
530-1040.For more information find 
us at www.godscloset.com or on 
Facebook, email eric@godscloset.
com, or call 530-1040.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
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BOB KEIFER
Robert L “Bob” Keifer, 84, 

died July 17, 2014. 
He was born Feb. 16, 1930, 

to Roy and Wilma (Goebel) 
Keifer in Kiowa. On June 4, 
1949, he married Doris Scott 
in Kiowa. He was a Viet-
nam Veteran and retired as a 
Master Sgt. in United States 
Air Force. He loved serving 
his country and spending time 
with his family and friends. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 65 years, Doris Keifer; son 
Raymond (Linda) Keifer of 
Park City; daughter Regina 
(Howard) Kamke of Tacoma, 
Wash.; brothers Don (Sandra) 
Keifer of Springdale, Ark., 
Terry Keifer of Houston; 
sisters Ruth Ann (Tom) Beard 
of Wichita, Gerry Rubin of 
Webster Grove, Mo.; grand-
sons Allan (Ilona) Kamke, 
Jonathan (Brooke) Kamke, 
David (Autumn) Kamke; and 
nine great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and great-
grandson, Isaiah Kamke. 

Visitation is scheduled for 
1-7 p.m., with family pres-
ent from 5-7 p.m., July 25, at 
Hillside Funeral Home West, 
2929 W. 13th St. Wichita. 
Funeral Service is 10 a.m., 
July 26, at Valley Center 
United Methodist Church, 550 
N. Park Ave. Interment will 
follow at Kechi Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials can 
be sent to Park City Church of 
the Nazarene, 2100 E. 61st N, 
Park City, KS 67219.

RICHARD DUNBAR
Richard D. “Rick” Dun-

bar, 71, former Pilot at Air 
Midwest, computer enthusi-
ast, talented videographer and 
gifted musician, died July 9, 
2014. 

He was born on May 22, 
1943, to Leon and Hazel (Wil-
tse) Dunbar in Hutchinson.

He is survived by his 
wife, Carmen; children 
Crystal (John) Toothaker of 

Clearwater, Jason (Heidi) 
Dunbar of Park City and Ryan 

(Alicia) 
Dunbar of 
Wichita; 
siblings 
Dave 
(Wilma) 
Dunbar of 
Branson 
Mo., Phyl-
lis Avery 
of Dallas, 
Pat Sey-
mour of 
Princeton, 
Texas and 

James (Judy) Dunbar of Las 
Vegas; grandchildren Brock, 
Carter and Will Toothaker, 
Tyler, Lilly and Zoey Dunbar 
and Liam and Jase Dunbar. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and brother 
Ernie. 

Services were July 14 
at First Christian Church, 
Clearwater. Interment was at 
Clearwater Cemetery. Me-
morials may be made to First 
Christian Church, 524 Wood, 
Clearwater, KS 67026, Kan-
sas Honor Flight, P.O. Box 
2371, Hutchinson, KS 67504, 
Head for the Cure Founda-
tion, 2020 Baltimore, Ste 201, 
Kansas City, MO 64108. 

DEBORAH HAZELTINE
Deborah Ann Hazeltine, 

59, died June 24, 2014, at her 
home. 

She was born Sept. 27, 
1954, the daughter of Vernon 
and Betty Hazeltine. 

She enjoyed traveling 
to Colorado, reading and 
gospel music. She attended 
Grace Community Church in 

Newton and the New Anthem 
Community Church in Park 
City. 

She is survived by her 
parents, Vernon and Betty Ha-
zeltine of the home in New-
ton; brother Richard Hazel-
tine (Luanne); sisters Karen 
Carlson (David) and Diana 
Hemken (Edwin “Ed”). 

WILLIAM TURNER
William Robert Turner, 75, 

died June 29, 2014. 
He served in the U.S. 

Navy from 1956-1959 and 
was a retired painter and 
contractor. 

He is survived by his four 
children, Nancy Diann Turn-
er of Wichita, Laurie Ann 
Johnson of Augusta, William 
Michael Turner of Park City 
and William Clint Turner of 
Valley Center; brothers Ron-
ald Turner and Miles Turner, 
both of Wichita; 12 grand-
children, seven great-grand 
children, numerous nieces 
and nephews and too many 
friends to name. 

He will be laid to rest next 
to his infant daughter, Kim-
berly Susan Turner, who pre-
ceded him in death in 1963, 
and his parents during a 
private ceremony at Blakely 
Cemetery, Madison. Watson 
Funeral Home has charge.

J.V. ISBELL
J.V. Isbell, 81, U.S. Air 

Force Technical Sergeant, 
died July 2, 2014. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Anita Jo; children Tammy 
Smith (Dennis) of Wood-
stock, Ga., and James Isbell 

(Tammie) of Park City; sis-
ters Cleo Barnett (William) 
of Oklahoma and Inez Wig-
ley of Washington; grandchil-
dren Aubrey Conner (Chris), 
Austin Smith (Jeana), 
Alexandra Smith, Aric Smith, 
Christopher Isbell (Jennifer), 
Tyler Isbell and Chandreia 
Judson; great-grandchildren 
Sutton James Conner and 
Aidan Noah Conner. 

He was preceded in death 

by his parents, Roy and Opal 
Isbell; and daughter Lora 
Jean Isbell. 

Funeral Service was July 
7 at Pleasant Valley United 
Methodist Church. Memo-

rial established with Pleas-
ant Valley United Methodist 
Church, 1600 West 27th St. 
N., Wichita, Kansas 67204. 
Downing Lahey Mortuary 
had charge.

DEATHS

Mon-Fri: 8 am - 5:30 p.m. Sat.: 8 am -1 p.m. 
Broadway Truck & Auto Inc. 

Auto Salvage
8159 N. Broadway
Valley Center, KS 

316-755-1127
broadwaysalvage.com

we buy junk 
cars & trucks

Scales now open

By Matt Heilman

For now, there’s not much 
more to it than about 20 acres 
of a wheat field. But with the 
potential for future develop-
ment, the Park City council 
took action in an attempt to 
assure that a potential asset 
doesn’t turn into a long-term 
liability.

In a 5-3 vote at its July 22 
meeting, the council approved 
utilizing up to $100,000 in re-
serve funds to bid on 93 empty 

lots at a sheriff’s sale likely 
to take place sometime in late 
August. The vacant lots are at 
the east end of the Prairie Hills 
addition southeast of 61st North 
and Hydraulic. To the west of 
the 93 lots, about one-third of 
the addition includes lots that 
have the utilities and paving in 
place for homes.

City Administrator Jack 
Whitson said a letter of credit 
was pulled on the vacant lots 
about two years ago and special 
assessments are due to the city 

for drainage work. The cost for 
the specials equates to more 
than $33,000 per year in all 93 
lots, Whitson said.

He said if the city doesn’t try 
to recoup the property, the lots 
will likely be sold at minimal 
costs to buyers who likely 
wouldn’t be ready to build a 
new home or begin paying for 
the special assessments owed to 
the city. When property owners 
don’t pay for specials, cities are 
left to foot the bill.

Last year, the city purchased 

about 40 lots in the Bear Hill 
and Saddlebrook additions to 
recoup what’s owed in special 
assessments and to get the lots 
sold to builders interested in 
constructing new homes.

So far, about 10 of the 40 
lots have sold, saving the city 
about $25,000 in special assess-
ments, Whitson said.

Council member Tom Jones 
said the city would likely be 
able to purchase the lots in 
Prairie Hills for well under 
$100,000 and the potential 

for future development of the 
property was worth the effort 
to bid on it. Council member 
Gary Aldrich agreed, remind-
ing his colleagues that the city 
would likely have to pay off the 
specials even if they don’t take 
ownership of the lots.

“Basically we’ve got a li-
ability we’re going to pay one 
way or another,” he said. “Any 
time you can trade a liability for 
an asset, I think you’re better 
off. At some point somebody’s 
gonna want the land.”

Council member Chris Johns 
said the city could make better 
use of its resources, especially 
considering the 93 lots in the 
Prairie Hills addition aren’t 
ready for home construction.

“I don’t think that we need 
to become real estate hoarders 
at this point in hopes of recoup-
ing the specials,” he said.

Council members George 
Glover and Mike Alumbaugh 
joined Johns in the minor-
ity against the city’s plans to 
recoup the 93 vacant lots.

Park City seeks to recoup more vacant property

Dunbar

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Valley Center

Christian Church
1801 E. Fifth, Valley Center

755-1233
Sunday— 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Contemporary Service

Wednesday—7 p.m. Youth & Adult 
Studies

Bus service provided, 
please call church office.

Grace Connections 
Church

(American Baptist)
300 N. Ash, 755-1855

Valley Center
Pastor: Doug Wedan

Sunday
Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.

Adult Bible Studies 10:45 a.m.
Nursery provided

Wednesday Family Dinner 6 p.m.
Children & youth classes 6:30 p.m.

Nursery provided

Randall Road 
Baptist Church

6556 N Randall Rd 
Park City

Sunday School 10 am
Worship 11 am

Sunday Evenings 6 pm
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm

Contact Pastor Jim 
McQuery for more info 
at 201-1696 or email at 

jmcquery@cox.net

Christ Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Tradition with a Twist

9:00 • Contemporary Service
10:30 • Traditional Service

Communion is offered 
at all services 

“Come give us a try, you’ll like 
it”

5356 N. Hillside, Wichita
744-1242 • christ-lutheran.org

Call 755-0821
to place a classified ad

CLASSIFIEDS

21 Work Wanted

House Cleaning Openings: weekly, 
bi-weekly, once a month or one time. 
Call Carol 755-3381.

Cracker Barrel is currently 
hiring for the following 
positions:

• part time grill 
cooks nights and 

weekends
• part time servers 
Fun working environment

Nights and weekends a must
Apply in person at 995 E 
61st St N, Park City, KS

316-744-8080

16 Antiques

Kechi resident with 
four  Microsoft 

certifications. Home or 
pick-up repairs. 

316-990-1999. Usually $50 
plus parts. Includes FREE 

Antivirus for life! CALL FOR 
FREE advice! 

I Will Fix Your 
Computer!



By Matt Heilman

The inception of the program 
last summer was deemed suc-
cessful enough to do it again. 
With money remaining, the 
Water Conservation Rebate 
Program has entered its second 
year. Area drought condi-
tions have been alleviated, but 
conservation is still the name of 

the game for Sedgwick County 
residents. 

In June, the Wichita City 
Council agreed to authorize 
$450,000 for another year in 
the Water Conservation Rebate 
Program that officials said has 
resulted in saving 250,000 gal-
lons of water per day. 

Park City, which gets most 

of its water from the Chisholm 
Creek Utility Authority and 
uses Wichita as a backup water 
source, has been allocated 
$1,800 to participate in the 
program. 

The incentive includes up 
to a $100 rebate for low-flow 
toilets, high efficiency dish-
washers, high-efficiency clothes 

washers, smart irrigation con-
trollers labeled WaterSense and 
up to a $75 rebate for rain barrels 
that are 50 gallons or larger. 

Rebate applications are 
available at City Hall.
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T’s Treasures of 
Yesterday & Today

1542 E. 61st North
Park City
744-0023

Suzys Hair Designs

234 Sioux Street
Kechi, KS 67067
316-744-2431

suzyszoo2@att.net

5757 N. 
Broadway

Wichita 67219
Shop:

838-8659
24-Hour Service

Commercial Road Service Available
Commercial/Agricultural

Tires & Recaps

TIRES
• Michelin
• BF Goodrich
• Uniroyal
• Alignment
• Brakes
• Shocks
• Engine Repair
Tell ‘em The Dickster
Sent You”

4BR, 3.5BA, 1- 1/2 story 
home in the Moorings.  
Nice family home in a 
friendly neighborhood 
w/access to lake & no 
specials.  Located in 
St. Jude Parish & easy 
access to Bishop Carroll. 
$214,900. Don Burford 
316-619-3719

2727 W. Driftwood Cir, Wichita

City continues Water Conservation Rebate program

Ryan’s Dog  
Grooming
217 N. Oliver

Kechi, KS
371-7258 

PASTRY PLACE 
DAYLIGHT DONUTS

1500 E. 61st North, Park City
Tues-Fri 6 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Sat-Sun 6 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Dining room/ Drive-thru

316-500-8288


